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UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

MARINE CORPS AIR STATION

BEAUFORT, SOUTH CAROLINA 29904-5001
                                                                                            IN REPLY REFER TO:

               ASO P3710.2S
                                                       S-3

AIR STATION ORDER P3710.2S

From:  Commanding Officer

To:    Distribution List

Subj:  STANDING OPERATING PROCEDURES FOR MCAS BEAUFORT AIR OPERATIONS

Ref:   (a) OPNAVINST 3710.7S (NATOPS)

       (b) OPNAVINST 11010.36B (AICUZ)

       (c) NAVAIR 00-80T-114 (ATC/ATCM)

       (d) NAVAIR 00-80T-103 (Ordnance)

       (e) NAVAIR 00-80T-109 (Fuels)

       (f) NAVAIR 00-80R-14 (ARFF)

Encl:  (1) Locator Sheet

       (2) Record of Changes

       (3) MCAS Beaufort Air Operations Manual

1.  Situation.  To publish enclosure (3), Air Operations Manual (AOM) which establishes Standing Operating Procedures (SOP) for the control of aircraft and vehicular traffic on Merritt Field, Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Beaufort, South Carolina.  Additionally, to establish procedures for the control of aircraft within the warning and control areas under the cognizance of this Air Station.

2.  Cancellation.  ASO P3710.2R.

3.  Mission.  This Manual has been prepared in accordance with instructions contained in the references (a) through (f).  The rules and regulations set forth herein apply to the operations of all aircraft within the areas under the control of the Air Station.  The rules and regulations set forth herein do not change or supersede existing instructions issued by higher authority, nor do they relieve pilots of their responsibility to exercise good judgment and to observe safety procedures.  Enclosure (1) is the locator sheet, enclosure (2) is the Record of Changes, and enclosure (3) is the MCAS Beaufort Air Operations Manual.

4.  Execution
    a.  Commander’s Intent.  To provide guidelines and procedures for the safe and expeditious execution of flight operations aboard MCAS Beaufort.

    b.  Concept of Operations.  The AOM shall be reviewed and updated annually by all Airfield Operations sections.  Recommendations concerning the contents of the Air Operations Manual are solicited.  Such recommendations will be forwarded to the Air Station Airfield Operations Manager via the appropriate chain of command.

5.  Administration and Logistics
    a.  Summary of Revision  

        (1) This revision contains a substantial number of format and presentation changes and should be completely reviewed.ASO P3710.2S

        (2) There are minor changes in Chapter 1 relating to pavement classifications and airfield services.

        (3) There are minor changes to Chapter 2 concerning Airfield Operations mishap procedures.

        (4) There are significant changes to Chapter 3 relating to closed Airfield Operations, LSO Shack, IFLOLS/FLOLS, Hazards of Electrical Radiation to Ordnance (HERO), Weather/emergency diverts, Nuclear cargo, Local obstructions and Course Rules.

        (5) Paragraph 4.7 was added to Chapter 4.
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        (6) Paragraphs 5.1.1.1, 5.1.2.2 and subparagraph 5.0.1.4 were added to Chapter 5.

        (7) Figure 6-1 was added to Chapter 6.

6.  Command and Signal
    a.  This order is effective the date signed.

    b.  The Commanding Officer of Marine Aircraft Group 31 (MAG-31), and the Commodore of Strike Fighter Wing Atlantic (CSFWL) Det Beaufort concur with this manual insofar as it pertains to Fleet Marine Force (FMF) and the Strike Fighter Wing Atlantic Naval units stationed aboard MCAS Beaufort.







   H. A. STOCKWELL
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DISTRIBUTION:  B plus S-3 (150)

     Copy to:  CNO (N-885) Washington DC 20380

               CMC (Code ASL) HQMC Washington DC 20380

               CG 2DMAW MCAS Cherry Point, NC 28533

               NAVFIG Navy Yard, Bldg 176, 901 M Street SE, 

               Washington DC 20374-5088

               COMNAVAIRSYSCOM (Code 4.5.9.2) Bldg 8131, Villa Rd,

               St. Inigoes, MD 20680 (Attn: ATC Military Team Lead)

               COMNAVAIRSYSCOM (AIR-4223) Washington DC 20360

               COMNAVSAFECEN (Code 114) 375 A St. Norfolk, VA

               23511

               SPAWARSYSCEN, Charleston (Code 31M), P.O. Box

               19022 North Charleston, SC 29419-9022

               Commodore, Strike Fighter Wing Atlantic, NAS

               Oceana, 1760 1st St. Virginia Beach, VA 23460-2276
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LOCATOR SHEET

Subj:  STANDING OPERATING PROCEDURES FOR AIR OPERATIONS

Location: ______________________________________________________

          (Indicate the location of the copy of this Manual.)

Enclosure (1)
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HOLD SHORT LINES” are
located on the parallel taxiways
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REFUELING PITS.” This is
initial entry point for aircraft
refueling by pits.

Positive control is NOT
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gray). Taxi clearances are
required for entry onto or
crossing designated
taxiways.
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taxi clearance from
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MERRITT FIELD

This airfield is named in honor of Major General Lewie Griffith Merritt, USMC (1897 - 1974).

≋
Major General Merritt was a Marine aviator who served with valor and distinction in World Wars I and II, and continued his career of public service as Director of the Legislative Council of the South Carolina General Assembly.

≋
During World War I, General Merritt served in Santo Domingo and France.  During World War II, he served in the European Theater and later commanded the Fourth Marine Aircraft Wing in the Central Pacific.
≋
Following World War II, General Merritt commanded the Marine Corps Air Station at Cherry Point, North Carolina, until his retirement in 1947.  The retired general practiced law in West Columbia, South Carolina, until his appointment in 1949 as the first Director of the South Carolina Legislative Council.  He took on the added duties of State Code Commissioner in 1954 and served in both capacities until 1967.

≋
During General Merritt's varied career, he received tributes from many prominent people in each of the public pursuits which touched his many vocations.  A Marine trained and honed in the tradition of discipline and loyalty, he applied these values to all of his endeavors, embellishing them with his personality, courage and determination.
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CHAPTER 1

GENERAL

1.0  DEFINITIONS.  Word usage and intended meanings as used in this manual are as follows:




1.
Shall.  Has been used only when application of a procedure is mandatory.




2.
Should.  Has been used only when application of a procedure is recommended.




3.
May and Need Not.  Have been used only when application of a procedure is optional.




4.
Will.  Has been used only to indicate futurity, never to indicate any degree of requirement for application of a procedure.




5.
All headings in this manual are magnetic, all distances are in nautical miles (NM), all heights are referenced from Mean Sea Level (MSL) and all times are local, unless otherwise specified.




6.
All telephone numbers listed in this manual are Defense Switch Network (DSN).  The Commercial prefix for MCAS Beaufort is (843) 228-XXXX.

1.1
GENERAL PRUDENTIAL RULES.  The regulations prescribed herein shall govern the operation of all aircraft at MCAS Beaufort and within the warning areas and control areas under cognizance of this Air Station.  Vehicular traffic on the runways and taxiways are also subject to these regulations.  Pilots shall be indoctrinated in fundamentals and are expected to exercise general prudential rules of flying.  Therefore, this manual is not intended to cover every contingency, which may arise, nor every rule of good operating practice.  The pilot in command of an aircraft is responsible for the safe and orderly conduct of the flight and shall operate the aircraft in such a manner as to avoid hazards.  Personnel other than pilots who have specific duties of functions on the airfield are expected to be familiar with applicable portions of these regulations.  Orders shall not be issued by tenant units which conflict with the instruction set forth in this Manual.

1.2
LOCATION. 




1.
MCAS Beaufort is located 3 ½ miles northwest of the city of Beaufort at latitude 32 degrees 29







minutes North, longitude 80 degrees 43 minutes West.




2. The field elevation is 38 feet MSL.

1.3.   HANGAR AND SERVICE FACILITIES.
1.3.1  Hangar Availability.  Limited transient hangar space can be arranged for emergencies only.  MAG-31 maintains operational/ logistical control of hangars, DSN 335-7148.

1.3.2  Transient service.  Transient service is available on a limited basis.  Prior Permission Required (PPR) numbers are required for inbound aircraft requesting ground servicing.  Services are as described in the current Flight Information Publication (FLIP) (Enroute).  (See chapter 5 for more info.)

1.3.2.1  Air Freight.  Air freight and passenger service is available at the Air Freight and Passenger Terminal, Building 860, adjacent to the Airfield Operations Building.  To preclude any unnecessary delays requests for special loading/unloading equipment should be coordinated through the Air Freight section 24 hours prior to arrival or departure, DSN 335-7143.  (See chapter 5 for more info.)

1.3.2.2  Flight Planning & Weather.  Complete flight planning and weather service facilities are available at Airfield Operations, Building 600.  (See chapter 2 and para 1.8 respectively for more info.)

1.3.2.3  Customs.  Customs services are available for tenant based units returning to CONUS.  (See chapter 5.6 and FLIP Enroute Supplement for more info.)

1.3.3  Compass Rose.  A compass rose is located on the eastern side of the 05/23 parallel taxiway on the north side of midfield (see Figure 1-2 for location).  It is scheduled on a first come first serve basis.  Scheduling is done through Air Station Base Operations, DSN 335-7301/02/03.

1.3.4  Jet Engine Test Cell Area.  A Jet Engine Test Cell area is available on a nonscheduled basis (see 

Figure 1-2 for location).  User organizations are responsible for personnel and aircraft safety while using this area.  Fire bottles shall be located adjacent to each high-power ramp and the telephone located in the crew shack shall be operational.  All personnel involved in high-power turns must be familiar with the use of the fire bottles.

1.3.5  High Power Turn-Up Areas.  High Power Engine Turn-Ups in excess of normal pre-takeoff engine checks are prohibited except in the hold short areas of runways 14 and 23.  When aircraft are positioned for a High Power Turn-Up, the user shall notify Aircraft Rescue and Firefighting (ARFF) prior to commencing the run-up. (escort service is not available).  Use of High Power Turn-Up and Test Cell areas will normally be limited to published airfield hours only.  The appropriate Duty Officer shall coordinate additional times required for “Mission Essential High-Power Run-up” with Airfield Operations (See paragraph 3.8 for Noise Abatement Procedures).

1.4  AIRFIELD

1.4.1  Hours of Operation.  MCAS Beaufort 

operates Monday – Thursday 0700 – 2300, Friday 0700 – 1800, Saturday 1000 – 1800, Sunday 1200 – 2000, and is closed on holidays.  Written request for holiday and/or extended operating hours should be forwarded to MCAS Beaufort Airfield Operations seven days in advance of the desired date.
1.4.2  Airfield Runways.  The airfield consists of two active crossing runways with the following dimensions:




1.
Runway 05/23 is 12,200 feet long and 200 feet wide.




2.
Runway 14/32 is 8,000 feet long and 200 feet wide.




3.
Taxiways are 75 feet wide.

NOTE:  Runways 10/28 and 18/36 are abandoned/decommissioned.
1.4.2.1 Runway Weight Bearing Capacities.



1.
Operators of aircraft with gross weights approaching or exceeding the maximum weights shown in figure 1-1 shall contact MCAS Beaufort Airfield Operations for operating approval.  The weight bearing characteristics of individual taxiways, parking ramps, and portions thereof vary significantly.  

NOTE:  180 degree turns are prohibited on runway asphalt for P3 aircraft or larger.  (See Figure 1-3 for additional Pavement Classification information).




2.
Blast aprons located adjacent to runways 05/23 and 14/32 are not stressed for transient of aircraft or vehicles.



3.
There are adequate numbers of flush type tie downs available on parking ramps.
1.4.3  Airfield Lighting.




1.
Runway 14/32 is equipped with high intensity edge lights.  Red/Green lights mark the threshold of the runways.




2.
Runway 05/23 is equipped with high intensity edge lights.  Red/Green lights mark the threshold of the runways.





3.
A lighted simulated carrier deck is located 175’ from the threshold of runways 05 and 23 to facilitate night FCLP.




4.
The following approach light systems are available:







Runway 05 (SALS) and Runway 23 (ALSF-1)




5.
Taxiways are outlined by standard blue lighting.




6.
A standard military alternate green, and dual-peaked white rotating beacon is located on top of the new 87’ ATC Tower.

1.4.4 Airfield Inspections.




1.
Prior to field opening each day, at mid-day and again at sunset, ARFF shall make a visual inspection of runways, taxiways and ramp areas checking for foreign objects, debris, obstructions or any other unsafe conditions.  A verbal report of these inspection results will be passed to tower personnel.




2.
Additional runway inspections shall be conducted as required after accidents, incidents, severe thunderstorms, prior to a closed airfield operation, or other unusual situations.




3.
During the sunset inspections all airfield lighting shall be checked to ensure it is operational.  Also, Bird Animal Strike Hazard (BASH) checks will be completed at this time and again as required during operational hours of darkness and IAW par 3.27 of this manual.  A written report of this inspection result will be turned into Airfield Operations.




4.
Airfield Operations will ensure that appropriate NOTAMS are issued to identify conditions that may affect the safe operations of aircraft.

1.4.5 Airfield Sweeper Operations.




1.
Airfield Sweeper services are currently available Monday through Friday (except holidays) from 0600 – 1800, and at other times as directed only by Airfield Operations.




2.
The Airfield Sweeper Operator shall be familiar, and comply with the personnel and vehicular restrictions outlined in paragraph 3.25 of this manual.




3.
The Airfield Sweeper Operator shall accomplish daily airfield sweeping of the following areas listed in order of priority and shall maintain a written log of the time started and the time finished for each area:







a.
First two thousand feet of the primary and alternate runway.







b.
Parallel taxiways of primary and alternate runway.







c.

First two thousand feet of the off-duty runway.







d.
Parallel taxiway of off-duty runway.







e.
Fuel pit areas.







f.
 Parking aprons and VIP line.







g.
Combat Aircraft Loading Areas (CALA) weekly and prior to each scheduled use.







h.
Other locations as directed by Airfield Operations.

1.4.6  TACAN, Latitude/Longitude, Arm Check Points.  The following information is posted at the approach end of each runway:

RW05 TACAN CH42 054.5/0.8NM LAT N322812 LONG W804347 ARM HD 350(.

RW23 TACAN CH42 221/1.2NM LAT N322940 LONG W804314 ARM HD 040(.

RW14 TACAN CH42 116/0.8NM LAT N322901 LONG W804355 ARM HD 360(.

RW32 TACAN CH42 351/0.6NM LAT N322807 LONG W804252 ARM HD 120(.

1.5  AIRCRAFT RECOVERY.  MCAS Beaufort Aircraft Recovery Branch (ACR) is responsible for providing and maintaining Emergency Arresting Gear and all Optical Landing Systems in accordance with current directives and shall develop and implement written procedures to effect all requirements; these procedures will be approved at the Department Head level.

1.5.1  Emergency Arresting Gear.  The type of arresting gear utilized on the airfield is the E-28 Gear (See Figure 1-2 for location).




1.
E-28(B) is a bi-directional emergency abort/arresting gear consisting of a single cable located on all active runways.




2.
The arresting gears are located as depicted in figure 1-2, and are described below:

DESIGNATOR      TYPE       LOCATION




05 Gear



E-28       2,050 ft. beyond

                                            threshold runway 05





23 Gear    


E-28      1,900 ft. beyond










     









 threshold runway 23





32 Gear 



E-28      1,250 ft. beyond

                                            threshold runway 32





14 Gear



E-28      1,250 ft. beyond








                   





 threshold runway 14




3.
Illuminated yellow marker plates indicate positions of E-28 cables.




4.

E-28 arresting gears remain in battery on all runways except for the approach end on the designated landing runway.  Transient aircraft with no tail hook in a touch and go pattern shall only land on the active runway where the short field gear is derigged.  (Note:  All gears shall be rigged 30 minutes prior to FCLPs)
1.5.2
  Optical Landing Aids.

1.5.2.1
  Improved Fresnel Lens Optical Landing System (IFLOLS).  




1.
Currently MCAS Beaufort has 1 set of IFLOLS available to support FCLP requirements.  The IFLOLS shall be installed on the FCLP landing runway and operationally checked by ACR personnel at a minimum of one hour prior to scheduled FCLP periods and again upon the arrival of the duty LSO.  The lens are not equipped with remote controls, therefore all necessary adjustments must be made on site and completed by certified Aircraft Recovery personnel only.  

NOTE:  The IFLOLS, FLOLS or MOVLAS shall be moved from the side of the runway prior to the departure of heavy aircraft (excluding touch and go departures).  The ATC Tower personnel shall notify ACR 20 minutes prior to a scheduled “heavy” departure and shall not authorize such an operation until notified by ACR that the IFLOLS/FLOLS have been removed.




2.
The exact location of the IFLOLS indicated below reflects the distance beyond the approach end runway threshold:





DESIGNATOR       TYPE        LOCATION







RWY 05




 IFLOLS
       732’5”








RWY 23




 IFLOLS
       765’2”








RWY 32




 IFLOLS
       771’5”








RWY 14




 IFLOLS
       783’

1.5.2.2
  Fresnel Lens Optical Landing System (FLOLS).  




1.
MCAS Beaufort currently has 2 sets of the  Fresnel Lens Optical Landing System (FLOLS) as a back up for the IFLOLS to support FCLP requirements.  When available, the FLOLS will be installed on the active duty runway and on the appropriate off duty runway for aircraft emergency recoveries.




2.
The exact location of the FLOLS indicated below reflects the distance beyond the approach end runway threshold:





DESIGNATOR         TYPE             LOCATION







RWY 05


FLOLS/MOVLAS
   743’








RWY 23


FLOLS/MOVLAS
   764’








RWY 32


FLOLS/MOVLAS
   747’








RWY 14


FLOLS/MOVLAS
   758’

1.5.2.3
  Manually Operated Visual Landing Aid System (MOVLAS).  




1.
There is one set of MOVLAS available aboard MCAS Beaufort.  Request for MOVLAS support shall be made through Airfield Operations 24 hours prior to use.  The MOVLAS shall be installed by Aircraft Recovery personnel only, and shall be operationally checked at a minimum of one hour prior to scheduled use.




2.
The exact location of the MOVLAS indicated in paragraph 1.5.2.2.2 reflects the distance beyond the approach end of the runway threshold.

1.5.2.4
  Precision Approach Path Indicator (PAPI) System.  The PAPI system is located 1000’ from the threshold of runways 05/23 and provides the pilot approaching for a landing with approach slope angle information and assists him intercepting and maintaining the correct approach slope angle.  The PAPI system consists of four light source units arranged in a wing bar near the edge of the runway in the touchdown area.  Each light unit consists of two or more lamps, and projects a beam of light, fan-shaped in azimuth and split vertically with a white sector above and a red sector below the transition zone.  Each light unit is aimed at a slightly different elevation angle to present a different color pattern to a pilot on final approach depending on his position relative to the established approach slope. (See figure 1-2)

NOTE:  When weather service personnel advise that lightning is within 5NM of MCAS Beaufort, the section Officer In Charge shall ensure that appropriate safety precautions are adhered to by all ACR personnel assigned.
1.6  NAVIGATION AIDS.  Navigation aids are available as listed in the current FLIP Enroute Supplement.

1.7  AIRCRAFT REFUELING.  The MCAS Fuels Section is responsible for providing all refueling services in accordance with current directives and shall develop and implement written procedures to effect all requirements.  These procedures shall be approved at the Department Head Level.  MCAS Beaufort normally has eleven hot refueling points and six refueling trucks available.

1.7.1  Hot Refueling Stations (East & West).  There are four hot refueling points on the east side of the airfield and six points on the west side of the airfield with capacity of refueling “fixed wing and non-skid configured helicopters”.

1.7.1.1  Hot Refueling Restrictions.




1.
Refueling points #4 in the east side and #5A & #8A on the west side are also designed to refuel wide body aircraft.  Aircraft shall enter the refueling area with the refueling receptacle on the side of the aircraft nearest the pantograph or hose.  (See figure 3-1 for taxi direction details).




2.
Reference (e) and applicable aircraft servicing publications should be consulted for detailed instructions concerning refueling.




3.
Aircraft are prohibited from entering a rapid jet-refueling lane except to refuel under the direction of a qualified plane captain or taxi director.  Refueling lane #1 (left side) East pit area does not have a left hand refueling point.  

NOTE:  Refueling lanes should not be used as taxiways regardless of the refueling status of the lane.




4.
Transient aircraft desiring to “Hot Refuel” shall obtain a PPR number from MCAS Beaufort Flight Planning, DSN 335-7301/2/3.




5.
Rotary wing aircraft are prohibited from landing into or taking off from refueling lanes.  All skid-mounted helicopters are authorized to air taxi directly to the visiting aircraft line only, and shut down for truck refueling.




6.
Plane Captains, Transient Line and Refueling personnel should avoid hot refueling fixed and rotary wing aircraft concurrently in the same pit area and when possible restrict helicopters (SAR excluded) to refueling lanes 1, 4, 5A or 8A.

NOTE:  Aircrews should use minimum power when taxiing into and out of pit areas to avoid unnecessary blast to ground crews.




7.
Fuel spill cleanup shall be the responsibility of the unit refueling the aircraft.  All units involved with refueling aircraft shall maintain cleanup equipment and be familiar with the proper cleanup methods.




8.
Aircraft shall not be hot refueled with live or any hung ordnance aboard.  Unexpended practice ordnance (BDU 45, 48 and MK76) containing only flash or impact signal cartridges, training missiles without live warheads and motors, internally carried pyrotechnics and Signal Underwater Sound (SUS) charges, aircraft peculiar cartridge actuated devices, and dearmed internally mounted guns on tenant based aircraft are excluded from this requirement.

NOTE:  “Hot refueling of aircraft with pods 

and dispensers loaded with decoy flares and 

chaff are prohibited”.




9.
Concurrent on/off loading of passengers/cargo while refueling shall require verbal approval from the Airfield Manager prior to each evolution and when approved the following procedures shall apply:







a.
Safety observers shall be positioned at the cabin door and on the ground in a position to observe the operation to ensure “no smoking” and alert passengers and ground crews of any possible emergency situations.  A safety observer has the authority to stop the operation if an unsafe situation is observed.







b.
A stand-by crash truck shall be required  at the aircraft site during these types of operations.







c.

If a heavy aircraft remains over night in or close to a refueling lane, the Visiting Aircraft Line (VAL) personnel shall notify Aircraft Rescue Fire Fighting (ARFF) personnel of the situation in order to maintain a higher state of response readiness.

1.7.1.2  Refueling Priority.  All refueling services shall be completed as expeditiously as possible.  The following priorities shall be utilized unless otherwise directed by Airfield Operations:




1.
Special Operations (This will include valid (Real World) DOD missions, unit moves and valid SAR MEDEVAC missions).




2.
VIP (Colonel and above).




3.
JOSAC Missions (Passenger carrying







aircraft).




4.
FAA Flight Inspection Aircraft.




5.
Daily Flight Schedules (All tenant based







aircraft)




6.
Other Transient Aircraft (Aircraft stopping







at MCAS for hot/cold refueling







services only).

NOTE:  All refueling operations shall Terminate when Weather Service personnel advise that lightning is within 5NM of MCAS Beaufort and will not resume until notified that lightning cells are beyond 5NM.
1.8  WEATHER SERVICE.

1.8.1  General.  The MCAS Weather Service Branch is responsible for providing 24-hour meteorological services to the Air Station, tenant organizations, Beaufort Naval Hospital, Marine Corps Recruit Depot Parris Island, and transient aircrews in accordance with current directives and shall develop and implement written procedures to effect all requirements.  These procedures shall be approved at the Department Head level.

1.8.2  Annual Weather Data.  MCAS Beaufort is located on the northwest portion of Port Royal Island.  The Atlantic Ocean is approximately 20 miles to the east-southeast of the Air Station.  The airfield is 38 feet above mean sea level.  Tidal swampland is abundant throughout the area alternating with scrub pines.  The winters are mild due to the proximity of the ocean and the river surrounding the area.  The coolest months are December and January.  Spring season brings about a spectacular change in the  weather.  While cold blast of polar air continue to move over the area in March and early April, warm tropical air is beginning to move up from the south.  Violent reaction between the two air masses produce thunderstorms and gusty surface winds.  By the middle of May the days become sunny and mild as the mean temperature rises.  Summers in Beaufort are hot and humid.  Temperatures approach, but rarely exceed 100 degrees Fahrenheit.  Daily temperatures average about 88 degrees Fahrenheit for a maximum and 72 degrees Fahrenheit for a minimum.  The minimum temperatures are greatly affected by a cooling sea breeze, which usually occurs during the early to mid-afternoon hours.  Forty-one percent of the total annual rainfall occurs in the summer.  Afternoon rain showers and thunderstorms are the primary source of this precipitation.  Thunderstorms occur on an average of 33 days during the months of June, July and August.  The changes from hot, humid and wet summer, to mild and dry fall season, or Indian summer, begin during the month of October.  October and November are the driest months of the year with an average monthly precipitation ranging two and three inches.  The precipitation comes in the form of light, steady rain falling over an extended period.  The hurricane season for the local area extends from 1 June to 30 November.  The months of August, September and October are by far the month of the most frequent occurrence.  All major destructive storms move in directly from the Atlantic, but inclement weather can be carried over coastal South Carolina from dissipating cyclones that made landfall over Florida and the Gulf Coast states.

1.8.3 Services.  The following services and products are available upon request and are tailored to the customer’s mission requirements:




1.
A DD 175-1 Weather Brief is prepared for all flights for which a DD175 Flight Plan is received.  The DD175 may be provided via fax service or in person.  However, when the DD175-1 is faxed, it is the pilot’s responsibility to ensure the DD 175 is received by the Weather Section and that he/she receives a completed DD175-1 by return fax.  DD175-1 briefs will not be provided via METRO or phone.  DD 175-1 briefs may be provided to aircrews at locations lacking adequate weather facilities.




2.
Visual Flight Rules (VFR) Stamp.  Briefs may be VFR stamped when specifically requested in person and the flight is filed for local VFR, and forecast weather conditions are to remain VFR.




3.
Flight Weather Packages.  Normally provided upon request for cross-country and trans-oceanic flights.  Includes at a minimum, a forecast Horizontal Weather Depiction (HWD) Chart, Flight Level Winds/Temp Chart, Flight Forecast Folder and a DD 175-1.  Usually included in Squadron Briefs.  Four-hour notification required for routine request.




4.
Squadron/Strike Briefs.  Usually conducted at the Squadron Ready Room.  Includes a Flight Weather presentation and may include Electro-Optical Tactical Decision Aid target predictions, Electromagnetic predictions, and other environmental products relevant to the mission.  Forty-eight hours notification required for routine requests.




5.
Electro-Optical Tactical Decision Aids (EOTDA).  Provides detection and lock-on ranges for laser, Infra-Red (IR), and TV weapons platforms based on user defined targets, backgrounds, and launch envelope.  These products may take several hours to produce, therefore shall be requested 24 hours prior.




6.
Optimum Path Aircraft Routing System (OPARS) provides flight level winds and calculates fuel for user or computer defined flight routes.




7.
Climatology Briefs.  Includes climatological statistics and summaries.  Produced for any location/region worldwide as required.  One-week notification is required, however, short fused real world operational contingencies will be handled as expeditiously as possible.




8.
Climatology/Astronomical/Tidal Data Reports.  Produced for any location/region worldwide as required.  Twenty-four hour notification is preferred excluding climatological reports, which require one-week notification.




9.
Instrument Ground School (IGS).  Class of instruction on weather provided with aviation meteorology designed to satisfy NATOPS annual training requirements.  Classes are normally given on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month.  One-week notice is preferred.

NOTE:  Every attempt will be made to satisfy requests for meteorological and oceanographic services and assist customers with identifying weather support requirements.  Tailored weather classes, briefs, and training (i.e. Safety stand-downs, seasonal hurricane briefs, etc) will be provided as manpower permits.  Feedback and suggestions are a critical part of the process to provide accurate, timely, and relevant weather support and are solicited and encouraged.

1.8.4  Priority of Service.  Requests for routine weather services will be handled in the following order of priority:




1.

METRO calls.




2.

Setting of Warnings and Advisories.




3.

In person requests at the counter.




4.

Faxed DD 175s




5.

Phone calls




6.

Preparation of routine forecasts and products.

1.8.5 Web Page.  The Weather Service maintains a web page on the MCAS Beaufort Homepage.  Eventually, the web page will replace the Weather Vision.  The Weather Vision and Web Page are maintained to pass current and forecast weather information strictly for guidance and planning purposes.  The Weather Vision and Web Page are 

not substitutes for, nor intended to replace a proper DD 175-1 Flight Weather Brief.  The requirement for a DD 175-1 Flight Weather Brief remains valid, as does the responsibility of the pilot to ensure he/she stays aware of the most current and up to date forecast information.  The Weather Web Page may be accessed at: www.beaufort.usmc.mil/midds/default.htm also at 204.223.61.3/midds/default.htm.  Comments and suggestions are encouraged.

1.9  RECREATIONAL FLYING OF REMOTE CONTROLLED AIRCRAFT




1.
Recreational Flying of Remote Controlled Aircraft (RCA) is authorized only when the following conditions have been compiled with:







a.
Flying of RCAs must receive 24-hour prior approval from Airfield Operations at DSN 335-6316 for each proposed flying event.







b.
Flying is limited to when the airfield is closed, normally holidays and weekends.




2.
On the date of an approved flying event, individual(s) shall check in with the ATC Watch Supervisor at DSN 335-6230 and PMO at DSN 335-6161 prior to proceeding to the designated RCA location.  (See Figure 1-2 for the location).
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CHAPTER 2

FLIGHT PLANNING

2.0  GENERAL.  In accordance with reference (c) the Flight Planning Branch shall provide for planning, receiving and processing of flight plans as well as receiving and processing inbound flight information.  The Branch shall develop and implement written desk top procedures to effect all requirements.  These procedures shall be approved at the Department Head Level.

2.1  TYPES OF AUTHORIZED FLIGHT PLANS.
2.1.1  DD175 (Military Flight Plan). A Form DD-175 (Military Flight Plan) may be used to file U.S. flight plans.  This form shall be used for the following types of flights:




1.
Any flight beyond the local flying area (see figure 3-2).




2.
Any flight that has a scheduled landing at a field other than MCAS Beaufort (except Designated Stereo Routes per Letter of agreement (LOA)).




3.
Any flight that will be operating under IFR weather conditions not under control of Beaufort RATCF, unless on a scheduled Stereo Flight Plan.

2.1.2  Filing of DD-175 via FAX.  Filing of DD-175s at DSN 335-7138 (Weather) or DSN 335-7874 (Flight Planning) is acceptable for tenant based units in accordance with the following guidelines:




1.
Responsibility for checking NOTAMS remains with the pilot.  NOTAMS are not available via phone from MCAS Beaufort Flight Planning or Weather Section.




2.
Originators must ensure that the DD-175 is completely filled out (except weather brief number).  This includes pilot's signature, aircraft BUNO, (required for weather brief), and a check in the NOTAM block, and designated alternate airport, if required.  




3.
Faxed flight plans must be received in a timely manner (NLT 1 hour prior to desired takeoff time).




4.
A point of contact number to resolve minor 

discrepancies with the flight plan must be included at the top of the flight plan along with the return fax number for the DD 175-1.




5.
A “Heads-up” phone call to the Weather Service Office at DSN 335-7927 when a DD-175 is being faxed will assist in preventing unnecessary delays.

2.2  DEFINITION OF A LOCAL FLIGHT.




1.
Any flight which originates and terminates at this Air Station without an enroute or intermediate stop and which remains within the boundaries of the area depicted in figure 3-2.




2.
Any flight which originates and terminates at this Air Station operating on a scheduled NBC Stereo Flight Plan.  Stereo Flight Plans are depicted in Annex 3 to MCAS Beaufort/ Jacksonville ARRTC Center Letter of Agreement, Special IFR Procedures for MCAS Beaufort Aircraft.

2.3  SQUADRON FLIGHT SCHEDULES.  Squadron flight schedules may be used in lieu of Form DD-175 for flights that originate and terminate at MCAS Beaufort, does not land enroute, and remains inside the local flying area or on a Stereo Flight Plan.  Squadron Flight Schedules for the following day shall be provided daily to Flight Planning by 1800 local time.  Flight schedules shall be provided the day prior to a nonworking day/holiday and will include the next working day.  Negative schedules are required.
2.3.1  Flight Schedule Additions/Changes.  Additions/changes to the daily flight schedule shall be reported to the Flight Planning Watch Supervisor.  This must be done 1 hour prior to aircraft calling for taxi clearance.  Squadrons desiring to conduct local flights after the secure of local flying or when no local flying has been scheduled, should notify Flight Planning at least 2 hours before proposed departure in order to arrange for SAR coverage.

2.4  INTERNATIONAL FLIGHT PLANS (ICAO DD FORM 1801).  When required, DOD International Flight Plans (ICAO DD Form 1801) may be filed at Beaufort Flight Planning in accordance with current directives.




1.
To prevent undue delay, pilots should file DOD International Flight Plans at least 2 hours prior to proposed departure time.




2.
An Air Defense Identification Zone (ADIZ) flight plan is the pilot's responsibility and will be accomplished in accordance with current directives.

2.5  FLIGHT PLAN APPROVAL.  The pilot in command of a naval aircraft or the formation leader is authorized to approve a flight plan for the proposed flight or modification thereof.  This shall not be construed as authority to approve a flight plan that entails flight in weather conditions below the minimum for the type instrument rating held by individual pilots in the flight.

2.6  WEATHER MINIMUMS.




1.
Visual Flight Rule (VFR) operations are authorized in the airport traffic area whenever the weather meets basic VFR weather minimums (1000 FT & 3 NM).




2.
Instrument approach and landing minimums are as published in current DOD Flight Information Publications and reference (a).




3.
Departure minimums during Instrument Flight Rule (IFR) conditions are as set forth in reference (a).  Minimums for other than Navy and Marine Corps aircraft shall be in accordance with applicable services, Federal Aviation Regulations (FAR's), or company regulations.




4.
For Special VFR, a pilot must obtain authorization from ATC; visibility must be a minimum of 1 statute mile (other than helicopter); aircraft must remain clear of clouds while operating under a SVFR clearance.




5.
The minimum weather conditions for Search and Rescue (SAR) launches are 500/1 with special VFR clearance from the tower.  The Commanding Officer may authorize VFR operations in conditions less than 500/1 as long as the appropriate VFR operation does not conflict with FAR 91 guidance.




6.
Pilots who file VFR flight plans and present a DD-175 to the forecaster may receive a VFR certification stamp if the pilot so requests and VFR criteria can be fulfilled throughout the flight.  Otherwise, a complete Flight Weather Brief (DD-175-1) will be provided.  Pilots filing IFR plans shall be given a complete weather briefing (DD-175-1) even though VFR criteria could be fulfilled.  Pilots filing a combination flight plan (VFR/IFR) will be given a complete weather briefing (DD-175-1).  Use of the VFR certification stamp is not authorized for combination flight plans in accordance with NAVOCEANCOMINST 3140.14C (Procedures Governing Flight Weather Briefings).




7.
The VFR stamp will be affixed to a DD-175-1 and required information will be entered on the form.  The use of VFR certification stamp will be limited to the confines of the local flying area (as depicted in Figure 3-1).  All flights conducted outside the local flying area will require a completed DD-175-1 regardless of weather conditions.

2.7  AIRFIELD OPERATIONS MISHAP PROCEDURES.  The following procedures have been established as guidance for the Flight Planning duty personnel in the event of an actual aircraft mishap:




1.
Activate the secondary crash phone.




2.
Contact weather for personnel assistance.




3.
Notify PAO at DSN 335-7201/6028.  (After Working Hours OOD shall contact.)



4.
Contact key operations personnel.




5.
Notify duty officers.  








a.
MCAS OOD – DSN 335-7121.







b.
MAG-31 OOD – DSN 335-7126.




6.
Notify appropriate Safety Officers.  (After working hours OOD shall contact.)






a.
H&HS Safety Officer (C-12/CH46)







b.
MAG-31 Safety Officer (MAG-31 Acft)







c.  Appropriate Navy Operations Duty Officer

               (ODO)




7.
Start a log of Chronological events.

NOTE:  Do not pass critical mishap information over the telephone unless you originate the call and are certain of who you are talking to.

2.7.1 Transient Aircraft Mishap Procedures.




1.
For military aircraft notify the Unit Command Duty Officer.




2.
For civilian aircraft notify the FAA Communications Center Atlanta, Ga. CMRC (404) 305-5180 for guidance.



CHAPTER 3

COURSE RULES

3.0
GENERAL.  The pilot in command of an aircraft is directly responsible for the safe conduct of the flight and for observation of all regulations governing his flight.  Air Traffic Control (ATC) personnel are responsible for separation of aircraft and issuance of safety advisories.  Pilots operating in visual conditions, regardless of the type of clearance (VFR/IFR), are directly responsible for avoidance of other aircraft.

3.1  COURSE RULES REQUIREMENTS.  Aircraft, units, or detachments operating aboard MCAS Beaufort are required to receive an ATC course rules brief prior to commencing initial flight operations, annually and prior to commencing flight operations following an extended deployment (3 months or longer).  Briefs are arranged through the ATC section at DSN 335-7304.

3.2  TAXI INSTRUCTIONS.




1.
All taxiing aircraft shall be under positive control of Beaufort Ground Control.  Locally based aircraft should use preferred taxi routes depicted in figure 3-1.  Use caution when taxiing from Hangars 418 and 594 Lines as these areas are not visible from the control tower.




2.
Aircraft loaded with external ordnance shall taxi by the most direct route to the nearest parallel taxiway and thence via parallel taxiways to the arming area for the active runway.  This procedure will result in minimum exposure to personnel.




3.
Aircraft on taxiways have priority over aircraft entering taxiways.  Outbound aircraft have priority over inbound aircraft.  

3.2.1  Outbound Aircraft Shall:




1.
Obtain current information from Automatic Terminal Information Service (ATIS), if available, on frequency 278.0.





2.
Contact ground control for flight clearance, and with appropriate ATIS code for taxi instructions prior to leaving aircraft parking areas.




3.
All pre-takeoff jet engine checks shall be done in the run-up area adjacent to the departing runway. 




4.
Contact Ground Control and receive a clearance to taxi prior to entering any designated movement area.

3.2.2  Inbound Aircraft Shall:  Contact Ground Control immediately upon clearing the runway and receive a taxi clearance prior to entering the taxiway.  During night operations, aircraft so equipped shall use taxi/landing lights for approach, landing, rollout, and taxi.  During daylight hours, landing/taxi lights shall be used during final approach.  The exception to this rule is for day/night Field Carrier Landing Practice (FCLP) aircraft under Landing Signal Officer (LSO) control.

3.3  TAKE OFF INSTRUCTIONS.




1.
The tower shall be responsible for clearing all traffic on to and off of active runways, for takeoffs and landings, and into Beaufort class D surface area in accordance with the current edition of FAA Order 7110.65.




2.
Clearance into position and hold does not constitute takeoff clearance.  Pilots shall acknowledge "position and hold" instructions.  




3.
Vertical Short Take Off and Landing (VSTOL) and other jet aircraft with engines angled downward shall commence takeoff roll on the concrete portion of the runway.  Aircraft with afterburners shall light off on the concrete portions to prevent damage to the asphalt surfaces.




4.
Section takeoffs are limited to a maximum of two aircraft.




5.
To avoid over flying the town of Beaufort, a left turn to a heading of 120 degrees when departing runway 14 is mandatory as soon as practicable within 1 NM of runway end.




6.
Pilots shall not request clearance to perform unusual maneuvers within the Class D surface area if such maneuvers are not essential to the performance of the flight.  ATC personnel are not permitted to approve a pilot's request or to ask a pilot to perform these maneuvers to include low passes, climbs at very steep angles or any so called "flat hatting" wherein a flight is conducted at a low altitude and/or high rate of speed for thrill purposes.  Mission profiles which require uninterrupted (unrestricted) or maximum performance climbs to altitude should be coordinated through the ATC facility so that clearances may be obtained.




7.
Unless otherwise approved, all classes of aircraft in reported VFR conditions, regardless of type flight plan, shall maintain 1000 feet until 1 mile beyond the departure end threshold to avoid inbound overhead traffic.

3.4  LANDING INSTRUCTIONS.




1.
Pilots of inbound aircraft shall obtain arrival information from the ATIS on the Beaufort UHF Radio Frequency (278.0) and should advise approach control on initial contact that they have the information by stating the appropriate ATIS code.




2.
Inbound aircraft not on an IFR clearance shall contact Beaufort Approach no later than 30 miles from the airfield.  Aircraft on an IFR flight plan shall contact Beaufort Approach as directed by ATC.  Unless otherwise requested by the pilot, all inbound VFR aircraft shall be provided positive control and provided sequencing and separation services to the airport.  Pilots can expect random radar vectors for a radar approach unless the pilot requests otherwise.  




3.
Pilots shall be familiar with and adhere to airspeed requirements identified by FAR 91 and reference (a), paragraph 5.1.4.  Speeds in excess of 250 knots below 10,000 feet shall be limited to the minimum safe airspeed required (per the pertinent aircraft NATOPS) for a specific authorized operation.





4.
Aircraft executing a wave-off from a landing approach or a touch and go shall fly runway heading and climb to 1000 feet, unless otherwise directed by ATC.  All wave-offs issued by ATC or LSO are mandatory.




5.
During peak recovery periods pilots of aircraft conducting consecutive radar approaches, when the weather permits, may be required to land, join the Tower's VFR pattern, proceed to a fix and hold, or depart.




6.
Formation flights conducting straight in approaches shall land in sections of 2 aircraft in close formation, unless otherwise requested by the flight leader.  Flight Lead Separation is authorized ONLY if requested by the pilot and approved by Air Traffic Control.  Section touch and go's are prohibited.  




7.
Simulated Flameout Operations (SFO) are not authorized unless appropriate Letter of Agreement delineating procedures is executed.




8.
Jet aircraft will continue landing rollout to the end of the runway prior to turn off unless requested and authorized by tower approval for an "early-off".




9.
Reduced Same Runway Separation for Navy/Marine aircraft may be authorized by Air Traffic Control within the following limitations:







a.
Day = 4000 feet/Night = 6000 feet, VFR conditions as reported by the Station Weather Section if:










(1)

Naval aircraft of either similar performance characteristics, of a higher performance aircraft followed by a lower performance aircraft, or










(2)

Other than Navy/Marine Corps aircraft (Air Force, Army, Coast Guard) only with a signed Letter of Agreement between MCAS Commanding Officer and the cognizant operational commander of the visiting/temporary aircraft.







b.
Additionally, MAG-31/Navy tenant aircraft may be authorized Reduced Same Runway Separation in accordance with the Letter of Agreement between MCAS Beaufort, MAG-31, VFA-82 and VFA-86.

3.5  TRAFFIC PATTERNS (See Figures 3-3 & 3-4)

3.5.1  Tower.




1.
The control tower may authorize aircraft to enter the traffic pattern from any direction, in accordance with Basic Radar Service.







b.
Pattern altitudes:










(1)

1000 feet.










(2)

Carrier pattern aircraft-600 feet.

3.5.2  Overhead.




1.
The overhead approach is a VFR arrival.




2.
The pilot has to request it.




3.
The Instrument Flight Rules (IFR) Flight Plan is canceled when the aircraft crosses the initial point inbound to the field (typically extended centerline at 5NM). 




4.
If approved, the pilot shall arrive at the initial at 2500 feet or last assigned altitude.  After crossing the initial descend to break altitude 1500 feet (800 feet for carrier pattern).  Descend on downwind to 1000 feet (600 feet for carrier pattern) prior to base leg.

3.5.2.1 Initial.  A point 5NM from the airport on the extended runway centerline at 2500 feet except for runway 32 which is offset to the north to avoid the city of Beaufort.

3.5.2.2  Break.  The break point is the runway intersection as depicted in figures 3-3 and 3-4.  Any other break point must be at the instruction of ATC.

3.5.2.3  Direction of Break.




1.
Runway 32 right.




2.
Runway 14, 5, 23 left.

3.5.2.4  The "Carrier Break".  The “carrier break” and corresponding pattern/altitudes may be approved by the tower in conjunction with FCLP operations only.

3.5.3  Straight-in.




1.
Aircraft may be under radar control for this approach.




2.
VFR aircraft shall contact Beaufort Approach as soon as possible (normally 30 miles from the field).




3.
Intercept a point 5NM inbound at 1500 feet or last assigned altitude, and commence the approach to landing.




4.
Report three miles with landing gear down, if not previously reported.




5.
Weather permitting; this approach is used with "hung ordnance" aircraft.




6.
Aircraft requesting a visual approach must report the airfield in sight no later than 5NM/6DME or expect vectors for an instrument approach.

3.6  CLOSED AIRFIELD OPERATIONS.




1.
Reference (a) provides the following guidelines for subject operations:







a.
All naval aircraft are prohibited from taking off or landing at closed airfields except in the case of an emergency or under the following conditions.







b.
A single take off and/or a landing may be conducted at a closed airfield when the tower and crash crew are unmanned with the authorization of the Commanding Officer of the airfield concerned and with the prior or concurrent approval of the aircraft's reporting custodian.




2.
In addition to the above directive, MCAS Beaufort further mandates that the following requirements be completed prior to conducting closed airfield operations.







a.
Aircrews shall utilize the published airfield operating hours to the maximum extent possible to avoid closed field operations.







b.
When necessary to schedule a closed airfield operation, the scheduler shall coordinate with the Airfield Manager at the earliest prior to the conduct of a closed airfield operation.







c.

Closed airfield operations shall be within the published Approach Control Hours and during day VFR conditions only.







d.
20 Minutes prior to an unscheduled closed airfield arrival or departure, the aircrew shall contact Beaufort Approach Control and ARFF to arrange for a mandatory runway sweep to ensure the intended runway has a clear and ready surface.







e.
Prior to a landing and/or departure, ARFF will broadcast “In the Blind” on FM 140.1, the type of aircraft, and the estimated time of landing and/or departure and runway in use.

3.7  SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR VERTICAL SHORT TAKE OFF AND LANDING (VSTOL) AIRCRAFT.




1.
VSTOL aircraft shall notify ATC well in advance of their intention to utilize short landing techniques with drag chutes and/or extremely slow approach/hover capabilities, or request removal of arresting cables.




2.
ATC may request VSTOL operations to "hold short of (descriptions of area)" to facilitate other operations to a crossing runway.




3.
Harrier (AV-8) takeoffs and landings are permitted only on the concrete portions of the runways.  Rolling takeoffs and slow rolling vertical landings (120KTS) shall commence and end on concrete surface only, avoiding asphalt surfaces.  ATC will ensure that Aircraft Recovery (ACR) is notified to derig E-28 Gear if requested.

3.8  NOISE ABATEMENT/AIR INSTALLATION COMPATIBLE USE ZONES (AICUZ).




1.
The Director of Operations is assigned overall cognizance for operational issues related to AICUZ.




2.
Figures 3-8 and 3-9 provide identified flight tracks and noise zones within MCAS Beaufort's airspace.  Very specific noise abatement procedures are outlined by this manual and references (a) and (b), and shall be adhered to by the flying populace.





3.
Aircraft shall not fly over the city of Beaufort below 3,000 feet except when under radar control.




4.
Runway 05 is the preferred calm wind runway for arrivals and departures.  For noise abatement the preferential runway usage shall be 05/23.  This will be particularly pertinent during periods when night FCLP's are in progress.  Calm winds are considered to be winds of 8 knots or less. 




5.
Unless otherwise directed by ATC, all pilots shall execute their departure or downwind turns to avoid over flying on base housing at low altitudes.




6.
High-power in frame turn-ups in excess of normal pre-takeoff checks are prohibited on the airfield except in the designated high-power turn-up areas and the hold short areas of runway 14 and 23.




7.
Runway 32 arrivals shall be held to a minimum.  Visual approaches, when weather criteria meets or exceeds that prescribed in paragraph 3.5.2, shall be the primary recovery method for all classes of aircraft arriving at runway 32.  This does not preclude ATC from honoring a pilot's request for a radar approach.  The pilot's request should terminate in a full stop.  Intentional preplanned jet aircraft multiple approaches to runway 32 shall not be approved.

3.9  AIRCRAFT NOISE COMPLAINTS.




1.
Commanders shall review operating practices within their purview on a continuing basis with the goal of minimizing this annoyance to the public.




2.
Aircraft noise complaints are received by telephone or letter.  The following procedures are necessary to ensure that all noise complaints are fully investigated and to reduce recurring complaints:







a.
Aircraft noise complaints received during normal working hours will be referred to the Joint Public Affairs Officer (JPAO) at DSN 335-7201.  







b.
After normal working hours the complaints will be referred to the MCAS Officer of the Day (OOD)/Staff Duty NCO (SDNCO) at DSN 335-7121.







c.

The Airfield Operations Manager shall ensure that the JPAO and duty personnel are thoroughly briefed on all special airfield operations in a timely manner to respond to public questions.







d.
The Public Affairs Officer will determine whether action is required.  When necessary, the preliminary report and a request for additional information will be forwarded, via the appropriate chain of command, to the command involved.  If the initial notice contains, or any later investigation reveals, alleged property damage against the Marine Corps, the Joint Law Center will be notified.  All noise complaint records shall remain in JPAO files indefinitely.







e.
The command involved will submit a detailed written report of the circumstances surrounding the alleged incident, via the appropriate chain of command, to the Commanding Officer, (Attn: JPAO), MCAS Beaufort, South Carolina 29904, within five working days.  Further action as may be required by the references will be taken at that time.

3.10  LOCAL FLYING AREA.  In accordance with reference (a), The Local Flying Area is defined as that area in the vicinity of an air installation in which locally-based aircraft can operate during an average/typical sorties flight time.  The established Local Flying Area for MCAS Beaufort is 350 NM from the MCAS Beaufort TACAN, as depicted in figure 3-2.

3.11  FIELD CARRIER LANDING PRACTICE (FCLP).




1.
FCLP's shall be scheduled by tenant units through MAG-31 Operations anytime during normal airfield operating hours.  To avoid excessive interference and/or wave offs, other routine operations shall be deconflicted by MAG-31 during FCLP periods.  Due to the tempo of operations associated with FCLP's, five working days prior written notice to Airfield Operations (via appropriate chain of command) is required before commencement of FCLP periods.




2.
A brief between the LSO and the Air Traffic Control Facility Watch Supervisor (FWS) shall be completed prior to each FCLP period commencing.




3.
LSO's shall be thoroughly familiar with the current noise abatement procedures in para 3.8, FCLP flight tracks and the current noise contours identified in figures 3-8 and 3-9.




4.
All FCLP aircraft shall avoid flying over the magazine and ordnance areas at an altitude less than 500 feet.




5.
A "DELTA" pattern is established at 2,500 feet and corresponds to the normal FCLP pattern.  A "DELTA EASY" pattern is established at 1500 feet and also corresponds to the normal FCLP pattern.




6.
The FCLP pattern for each model aircraft will be flown in accordance with the applicable NATOPS flight manual.




7.
The tower is ultimately responsible for the safe conduct of all operations.  When no other traffic conflicts, the pattern may be released to the LSO for control on the same radio frequency under the following conditions:







a.
If radio contact cannot be maintained with the LSO, tower will control aircraft in the pattern.  If an aircraft goes NORDO, the aircraft will be required to full stop via standard light signals for clearance to land.  To the maximum extent possible, a face-to-face brief is preferred between the controlling LSO and the Tower Supervisor prior to FCLP periods to brief lost radio contact procedures.







b.
Radio transmission shall be kept to a minimum consistent with safety.







c.

The tower shall issue initial take off clearance and issue clearances for full stop landings.  The pilot or LSO is responsible for notifying the tower when the aircraft is ready for a full stop landing.







d.

The maximum number of aircraft allowed in the FCLP pattern shall not exceed:










(1)

Daylight VFR -
Six, Runway 05/23





























Four, Runway 14










NOTE:  Not authorized on Runway 32










(2)

Night VFR - Four




8.
FCLP's shall normally be conducted on tower secondary frequency (360.2).




9.
During scheduled FCLP periods non-participating aircraft shall enter the landing pattern in accordance with procedures agreed upon by ATC and the LSO.



10.
In all cases, instructions from the tower constitute final authority for the control of traffic in the landing pattern.



11.
Any "wave-off", by the Tower or LSO, will be acknowledged and adhered to.  This includes the use of the wave-off lights on the IFLOLS.

3.11.1  LSO Shack/IFLOLS.  The LSO shack and IFLOLS shall be deployed together in support of FCLP operations only.  The shack and lens shall be located on the appropriate FCLP landing runway on its own respective pad and be operationally checked at a minimum of 1 hour prior to scheduled FCLP periods and again upon the arrival of the duty LSO.  The LSO shack shall be strapped down when on site.  The LSO Shack pads are located 20 feet in front of the IFLOLS pads (no obstruction to lens), and 37 feet off the runway edge.

3.12  SPECIAL USE AIRSPACE.




1.
Offshore special use airspace is established to contain hazardous operations conducted in International Airspace by U.S. Military Forces; however, no restriction to flight is imposed since international airspace cannot legally be restricted.  Military commands or units having need to penetrate, transit, or occupy airspace within these areas shall obtain prior clearance for such activities in the manner prescribed below.  Under normal operational conditions priority is given to the earliest request received.







(See Figure 3-6)




2.

The controlling agency for all special use airspace adjacent to MCAS Beaufort Approach Control is Jacksonville Center.  The scheduling agency for these areas is Fleet Area Control and Surveillance Facility (FACSFAC) Jacksonville, Florida.  Clearance and operations into these areas must be obtained from FACSFAC Jacksonville per CINCLANTFLTINST 3120.26__ AND FACSFACJAXINST 3000.1__.

3.13  BEAUFORT MILITARY OPERATING AREAS (MOA’S).

3.13.1  Scheduling.




1.
MOA’s shall be scheduled through MAG-31 Operations.  MAG-31 shall notify the Airfield Operations Manager in writing at least 10 working days in advance for the scheduling of the Beaufort MOA’s and W-74 providing the information listed in paragraph 3.13.1 2.C (1)-(4).




2.
By Letter of Agreement (LOA), the Beaufort Military Operating Areas (MOA’s) have been established as an overland operating area.




3.
MCAS Beaufort Airfield Operations is the scheduling/using agency for the Beaufort MOA's and W-74. (See Figure 3-5)







a.
Use of Beaufort MOA's 1, 2, 3, and W-74 shall be limited to:










(1)

Two days per month.










(2)

Four hours per day.










(3)

Daylight hours only.







b.
The firing of "Smokey Sam Rockets" is authorized in accordance with the current FAA memorandum of authorization and in conjunction with the activation of the Beaufort 2 MOA.







c.

The Air Traffic Control Facility Officer shall notify the Jacksonville Center at least three days before intended use with the following information:










(1)

Dates and times of use.

NOTE:  Once advertised, dates/times cannot be changed.










(2)

Number and type(s) of participating aircraft and staging base(s).










(3)

Exercise scenario.










(4)

Project Officer and telephone number.







d.
The Air Traffic Control Facility Officer shall notify the manager/fixed base operator at Beaufort County, Hilton Head and Ridgeland Airports when the Beaufort MOA's/W-74 are activated.

3.13.2  MOA Restrictions.




1.
MCAS Beaufort weather shall be at least 5,000 feet ceiling and 5 nautical miles visibility.




2.
MCAS Beaufort shall be closed to nonparticipating aircraft when the Beaufort MOA's are activated.




3.
Supersonic flight shall not be conducted.




4.
Air Combat Maneuvering (ACM) shall not







be conducted.




5.
Noise sensitive areas shall be avoided in accordance with reference (a).




6.
Aircraft shall maintain a minimum VFR visibility and distance from clouds of:







a.
1,000 feet below.







b.
1,000 feet above.







c.

1 statute mile horizontally.




7.
All participating aircraft shall squawk Mode 3 and Mode C.




8.
MCAS Beaufort Radar Air Traffic Control Facility (RATCF) must be fully operational.

3.13.3  Procedures.




1.
MCAS Beaufort RATCF supervisor shall notify Jacksonville Center when the Beaufort MOA and W-74 are deactivated prior to scheduled completion time.




2.
Participating aircraft shall be radar monitored by MCAS Beaufort RATCF.







a.
Participating aircraft shall maintain two-way radio contact with MCAS Beaufort RATCF, during prescribed exercises.







b.
The pilot is responsible for remaining within the lateral limits of the Beaufort MOA and W-74.




3.
MCAS Beaufort Airfield Operations shall coordinate with appropriate authority to preclude scheduling of IR-018, 1040, 1041, and 1059 when it conflicts with the activation of the Beaufort MOA's and W-74.




4.
All facilities shall utilize "Whiskey Alert" procedures in accordance with Jacksonville Center Order 7110.268A.

3.13.4  Restrictions/Exclusion Areas (Environmental)




1.
All airports within the Beaufort MOA are uncontrolled with the exception of MCAS Beaufort and shall be avoided by at least 3 nautical miles and 1500 feet AGL.  Hilton Head will be avoided by 7.5 nautical miles and 3000 feet AGL. (See Figure 3-5)




2.

The following populated areas shall be over
flown at a minimum of 2000 feet AGL:







a.
Beaufort (including adjacent residential areas).







b.
Port Royal.







c.

Yemassee.




3.
The following resort developments shall be avoided by at least 1 nautical mile and/or 3000 feet AGL:







a.

Edisto Beach.







b.

Hunting Island.







c.


Fripp Island.





NOTE:

The Southern Bald Eagle nesting area in the vicinity of the Combahee River/Highway 17 bridge within a 2 nautical mile radius is designated an exclusion area.  The critical nesting period for the species is December and January, which precludes Beaufort MOA Activation during these months.

3.14  AEROBATIC AND SUPERSONIC TRAINING AREAS.




1.
Aerobatic and supersonic flights offshore shall be conducted in special use airspace only. (see figure 3-6).  Supersonic flight is prohibited within 30 nautical miles of land.




2.
Aerobatic flight over land may be conducted only within the confines of the Beaufort MOA’s with appropriate waivers. (see figure 3-5).




3.
Attention is directed to reference (a) for further instructions with regard to aerobatic flight.

3.15  TOW BANNER OPERATIONS.




1.  Tow banner operations shall be scheduled through MAG-31 Operations




2.
Coordination between Airfield Operations and the scheduling squadron shall be completed prior to the actual Tow Banner Operations being conducted.




3.
The squadron ordnance tow banner launch and recovery team responsible for laying the banner and cable shall meet the tow aircraft at the appropriate hold short line and precede it onto the active runway.  05/23 shall be utilized for the banner aircraft; "shooter" aircraft may use 14/32 or 05/23 as desired. 




4.
Prior to tow banner operations commencing, MAG-31 operations personnel shall ensure that Combat Aircraft Loading Area (CALA) and Tow Banner operations do not coincide and that barricade/ restricted area signs are placed at the northeast end of the CALA access road.  Squadron personnel will ensure that any personnel in the CALA build up area are aware of Tow Banner operations.




5.
The launch and recovery team shall maintain two-way communications with the tower at all times.  Permission shall be required and acknowledged from tower each time before crossing or proceeding onto runways/taxiways.




6.
Tow aircraft shall be escorted.  Both aircraft shall monitor tower frequency while in the Beaufort Class D Surface Area.




7.
After launching the tow banner aircraft, ordnance personnel should proceed to the CALA crew building to recover the banner in case the tow aircraft should have to return immediately to base.  Once it has been determined the tow aircraft has departed the area, the recovery team may relocate and await tow aircraft return.





8.
Tow aircraft returning to Beaufort with banner and/or cable shall contact Beaufort Tower at least 10 minutes prior to recovery.




9.
The designated Banner Drop Area is located in the grassy area in front of CALA and to the west of Runway 05/23.  (See figures 1-2 and 3-10 for location).


10.

Tower shall notify the recovery team when tow aircraft is 10 minutes out.  At this time the recovery team will relocate back into the recovery position at CALA.  Recovery team will inform tower as to the condition of the drop area/zone and when it is "clear to drop."  Tower shall acknowledge and relay to the tow aircraft.



11.
The tow aircraft will approach the drop area from the approach end of runway 05/23, lining up the banner at the drop zone at a minimum altitude of 500 feet.  The banner shall be released so that it will fall into the designated area at the CALA and avoid fouling the airfield (see figure 1-2 for location).  The recovery team shall obtain permission from tower to proceed to the drop area for recovery of the banner and cable.  When the recovery is complete, the recovery team shall notify the tower that the runway and drop area are clear.



12.
If a "hung banner" situation occurs, the pilot shall notify the tower as soon as possible.  Landing with a "hung banner" may be made on runway 05/23 touching down 4000 feet from approach end (to avoid the approach lights, landing at the 8000 foot remaining marker) and using extreme caution to ensure the banner clears all obstructions in the approach zone.  The E-28 Arresting Gear will be derigged upon request.

3.16  HELICOPTER OPERATING PROCEDURES.




1.
Rotary wing traffic shall contact Beaufort Approach 20NM inbound and upon leaving MCAS Beaufort's class D airspace outbound.




2.
The preferred altitude entering Class "D" airspace, within 1 mile of the field, is at or below 500 feet.  Housing areas shall be avoided.  Runways or their extended centerlines shall not be crossed without clearance from the tower.




3.
Traffic permitting, locally based Search and Rescue (SAR) helicopters may operate on and/or adjacent to the duty runway; however, they shall not operate in close proximity to F/A-18 flight lines when other options are available.




4.
Transient rotary wing aircraft shall avoid F/A-18 parking aprons and restrict landings, and takeoffs to runways.

3.17.  ORDNANCE PROCEDURES.




1.
Ordnance operations and handling procedures pertaining to issue, storage, assembly, transportation, and turn in are contained in reference (c), and the current edition of ASO P8600.1 (Standing Operating Procedures for Ordnance).




2.
The scheduling of CALA operations shall be coordinated with the requesting Squadron Operations and MAG-31 Operations.  MAG-31 Operations will coordinate with Airfield Operations to ensure there is no conflict.  This shall be conducted a minimum of 3 working days prior to use.  The Squadron Ordnance will coordinate with MCAS Explosive Safety Officer (ESO) for the key to the CALA building.  The ESO will monitor all CALA operations for safety.




3.
Loading/downloading of live ordnance shall be accomplished in the CALA (see figures 1-2 & 3-10) under supervision of qualified personnel.  No ordnance shall be loaded on an aircraft until all applicable safety devices are installed on the aircraft and/or munition involved.




4.
All aircraft being loaded with forward firing ordnance in the CALA areas shall be headed in a safe direction (110 degrees) so as to clear Air Station buildings, installations, other aircraft, and populated areas, both on and off station.




5.
Pilots shall advise ATC of ordnance and shall taxi by the most direct route from the CALA to the nearest parallel taxiway and then via parallel taxiways to the arming area for the duty runway (See figure 1-2).  This procedure will result in minimum exposure to personnel.




6.
Designated arming and dearming safety areas at the end of each runway, with designated headings (see figure 1-2) shall be used for final arming requirements prior to takeoff and for ensuring positive safety of ordnance returned to the airfield.  Aircraft or ordnance not completely safe shall not leave the dearming area.  Sufficient personnel and time shall be provided to ensure accomplishment of a completely safe dearming cycle on all armed aircraft.

CAUTION:  Under NO circumstances will forward firing ordnance be allowed to taxi on the airfield unless DEARMED.




7.
Aircraft departing with external ordnance must avoid, to the best of their ability, all populated areas.  Runway 14 shall not be used for departure except under extreme wind conditions.




8.
Hung ordnance is considered to be any practice or live ordnance, which has failed to release or fire when an attempt was made to release or fire.  Unexpended ordnance is any practice or live ordnance in which no attempt to release or fire has occurred.  Captive carry missiles will not be considered in this definition.




9.
The Pilot In Command shall be responsible for ensuring adherence to appropriate airfield ordnance procedures.  Pilots shall not request, or accept from ATC, taxi routes, "hot refuel", or other instructions contrary to these instructions.  Pilots of aircraft arriving with hung ordnance or unexpended ordnance will proceed as follows:







a.
Advise approach control of aircraft call sign, stating, "Hung" or "Unexpended Ordnance" aboard.  A straight-in type approach is mandatory.  Practice approaches, touch and go's or overhead breaks with hung or unexpended ordnance are prohibited.







b.
Hung ordnance approach to runway 32 is discouraged except when wind conditions preclude the use of other runways.







c.

When making a straight-in approach to runway 32, pilots shall offset their approach north to avoid the city of Beaufort.







d.
Live unexpended ordnance shall be rendered safe at the dearming area.  Qualified ordnance arm/dearm crews shall render all “hung” live forward firing ordnance safe at the dearming area.  Explosive Ordnance Disposal will be informed and may provide assistance if necessary.  All hung practice ordnance (i.e. BDU 45, 48 and MK 76) may be rendered safe prior to entering the flight line.  If live "hung" or "unexpended" ordnance is in an unsafe condition and cannot safely be moved to the CALA, it shall be downloaded in the dearming area.  The Squadron Ordnance and/or senior QA/SO will make the determination of condition.







e.
Aircraft with live unexpended ordnance shall proceed to the CALA for appropriate downloading procedures to be initiated after all dearm procedures have been met.







f.

Aircraft shall not be hot refueled with live or hung ordnance aboard.  Unexpended practice ordnance containing only flash or impact signal cartridges (BDU 45, 48 and MK 76), captive carry training missiles, internally carrier pyrotechnics, SUS charges, aircraft peculiar cartridge actuated devices, and DEARMED internally mounted guns are excluded from this requirement.  Hot refueling of aircraft with pods and dispensers loaded with decoy flares are prohibited.  All safety devices to include any pins, detent wrenches required by the arm/dearm ordnance checklist will be installed prior to entry in the hot pits.  Refer to NA -00-80T-109. 

10.
Ordnance handling for transient aircraft is not available at MCAS Beaufort except for “Emergency Situation Only” which may include uncoordinated non-emergency “Weather Divert” aircraft.  Both emergency and weather divert aircraft shall be directed to the CALA and will shut engines down.  If these landing aircraft are carrying live or practice ordnance that need to be made safe, the following procedures shall apply:

 



a.

The Flight Planning duty personnel will immediately notify the MCAS Explosive Ordnance Disposal  (EOD) personnel and the Marine Air Logistics Squadron Ordnance 31 (MALS) personnel and make them aware of the ordnance situation and request for their assistance. If the transient aircraft is an F/A-18 type, MALS 31 ordnance personnel may coordinate with available squadron ordnance personnel to assist MCAS EOD.

 



b.

Upon landing and clearing the runway, the transient aircraft, with ordnance, will proceed directly to “hold short” of the landing runway “arm/dearm” area and hold for qualified EOD/Ordnance personnel to make a status determination and direct further movement of aircraft to the CALA.  Once in CALA, the emergency response status no longer exist, and the transient aircraft shall expect extended delays.





c.

Transient emergency/divert aircraft will not be “Hot Refueled”. Cold refueling only in the CALA, and only after the aircraft has been shut down and made safe by qualified ordnance personnel.





d.

Additional ordnance handling, storage, or down loading will be coordinated by aircrew and qualified ordnance personnel face to face once initial landing situation has be secured.

NOTE:  All ordnance operations shall terminate when weather service personnel advise that lightning is within 5NM of MCAS Beaufort and will not resume until notified that lightning cells are beyond 5NM.

3.18  HAZARDS OF ELECTRONIC RADIATION TO ORDNANCE (HERO) EMISSION CONTROL (EMCON).  Air Station Order (ASO) 8020.3B outlines specific HERO & EMCON conditions, zones and the appropriate action required.  Upon official notification from the MCAS Ordnance Officer or the MCAS Explosive Safety Officer, the Airfield Operations Duty Personnel shall disseminate the appropriate HERO/EMCON condition via the Secondary Crash Net, Automatic Information Service (ATIS) and the Airfield Operations HERO/EMCON call sheet contained in enclosure (6) of ASO 8020.3B.
3.19  NUCLEAR CARGO.  Flights carrying nuclear cargo must be given priority support at all command levels.  The sensitivity of these missions makes it extremely important that both ground and air operations be thoroughly coordinated and smoothly conducted.  Further information concerning nuclear/hazardous cargo can be found in OPNAVINST 3710.31D.

3.20  JETTISON AREA.  Unless prior coordination has been completed and FACSFAC has designated an area on their weekly operating schedule, aircraft that require a jettison area shall contact "SEALORD" for the identification of an area and obtain their approval to drop.

3.21  CIVIL AIRFIELDS.




1.
Beaufort County Airport is located on the 134 degrees radial at 6 miles from the Beaufort TACAN at 32 degrees, 24 minutes N, 80 degrees 38 minutes W.




2.
Hilton Head Airport is located on the 177 degrees radial at 15 miles from the Beaufort TACAN at 32 degrees 13 minutes N, 80 degree 42 minutes W.




3.
Ridgeland is located on the 274 degrees radial at 13.5 miles from the Beaufort TACAN at 32 degrees 29 minutes 45 seconds N. 80 degrees 59 minutes 30 seconds W.




4.
Aircraft not under positive control of Beaufort RATCF should avoid these airports by 2500 feet or 5 statute miles.

3.22  AIRSHOWS AND DEMONSTRATIONS.  The MCAS Beaufort Commanding Officer does not have the authority to approve deviations from FAR part 91.  The FAA retains final authority for approval of such airshows and demonstrations and requires 30 days prior notice in writing.

3.23  HOT BRAKES.  Whenever hot brakes are suspected or confirmed, the pilot shall obtain taxi instructions to a Hot Brake Seclusion Area (out of the flow of traffic, fuel pits and off aircraft parking aprons), request, and wait for assistance from ARFF.  The aircraft shall remain in the Hot Brake Seclusion Area until the pilot is informed that the brakes are cool.

3.24  LOCAL OBSTRUCTIONS.  Obstructions located within a 5NM vicinity to MCAS Beaufort constitute flight a hazard and are considered in determining departure and approach procedures and minimums.  (See Figure 3-7).

3.25  PERSONNEL AND VEHICULAR RESTRICTIONS.




1.
Ground Vehicles SHALL always yield right of way to taxiing aircraft.




2.
The use of taxiways and runways by personnel or vehicles other than those specifically assigned to do so in the performance of their normal duties in conjunction with airfield operations are prohibited except by prior permission from Airfield Operations.  All vehicles operating on runways or taxiways shall be in 2-way radio communication with tower personnel or be in the company of a vehicle in radio contact that can lead the other vehicle.




3.
In accordance with reference (c) all personnel assigned duties as an airfield vehicle operator shall attend an established airfield vehicle operator's indoctrination course, which shall be attended initially, then annually thereafter. (including ground support equipment operators).  Attendance at the course shall be documented.  The Officer in Charge of the Air Station Air Traffic Control Branch is assigned overall responsibility/authority for managing this training requirement for all FMF/NON-FMF personnel aboard MCAS Beaufort and shall develop and implement written desktop procedures to effect this requirement.




4.
All vehicle drivers shall be thoroughly aware of Foreign Object Damage (FOD) caused by vehicles.  Prior to proceeding onto the airfield all vehicles shall stop at entrance FOD checkpoints and complete a vehicle FOD check using the FOD containers to dispose of any FOD.  When driving on airfield parking aprons, taxiways or runways, vehicles shall travel at the far left or right edges when feasible to avoid routes used by aircraft.  When it is necessary to travel from airfield grassy areas to airfield pavement areas, all vehicle tires shall be thoroughly checked for possible FOD prior to proceeding.




5.
Clearance to operate on or across runways or taxiways shall be obtained from Beaufort Ground Control.  Even after clearance has been received and confirmed, all vehicles shall visually ascertain that the runway is clear before crossing or driving onto a runway.




6.
All vehicles operating on the airfield shall affix a display, listing portable traffic signals to the dashboard in the event communications fall and light signals have to be used.  Decals depicting these lights can be obtained from the supply system, SSN-NAVSAFECEN 5100/2.  For vehicles, light signals have the following meanings:







a.
Steady Green:  Cleared to cross










proceed, go.







b.
Steady Red:  Stop.







c.

Flashing Red:  Clear the taxiway/runway.







d.
Flashing Red & Green:  General warning










signal; exercise extreme caution.







e.
Flashing White:  Return to starting point.










on airfield




7.
Vehicles shall not transit through barricaded areas or the VIP Line when an aircraft is on the line.




8.
The following speed limits shall be observed:







a.
Vehicles towing aircraft - 5 mph.







b.
Vehicles operating within aircraft parking ramps and fuel pit areas - 5 mph.







c.

Vehicles in vicinity of aircraft - 5 mph.







d.
Night limit - 5 mph.







e.
Other areas - 20 mph.







f.

Emergency vehicles shall adhere to the above except during an emergency or drill and then at speeds as appropriate.




9.
During the hours of darkness or reduced visibility (weather related), the following rules shall apply:







a.
Headlights shall be on low beam.  Vehicles shall not be operated with only parking lights illuminated.







b.
Vehicles shall be operated in such a manner that headlights are not directed at aircraft taxiing, taking off, or landing.



10.
All person’s, except those fully authorized, desiring to enter the Control Tower or Radar Room shall obtain permission from ATC Supervisory personnel.




11.
Nonmilitary visitors are not allowed near taxiways, runways, or runway end zones, except with the express permission from Airfield Operations.

3.26  QUIET HOUR OPERATIONS.  During published quiet hours, all aircraft/vehicle movement shall stop in the immediate vicinity of the ceremony.  Tenant based squadron’s, emergency or PPR aircraft may be approved for a straight in full stop landing only.  No takeoffs, turn-ups, hot refueling, low approaches or taxiing will be authorized.  Written requests for quiet hours will be forwarded to the Airfield Operations Manager.  Requests must be received by Airfield Operations a minimum of five working days prior to the requested quiet hours.  A quiet hour period should normally be limited to 45 minutes in duration to reduce the impact on flight operations.

3.27  BIRD ANIMAL STRIKE HAZARD (BASH) AWARENESS PROGRAM.  




1.
The BASH awareness program, policy and guidelines are established by ASO 3750.6.  The objective of the BASH awareness program is to assist in reducing the potential for collisions between aircraft, birds and animals on or near runways and taxiways.  (October through March represents the highest threat of bird activity). 




2.
In addition to the above instructions, the following Bird Animal Watch Conditions (BAWC) and corrective action procedures have been established.







a.
Condition - LOW - Reported Bird, Animal Activity on or around runways and taxiways is negligible, representing low potential for strikes.







b.
Action Required - ATC update ATIS to reflect "LOW" BAWC along with appropriate cautions (specify Bird or Animal).  During hours of darkness and intermitting runway operations, appropriate vehicle runway sweeps shall be completed by ARFF prior to resuming runway operations.  Aircrews should observe and avoid.







c.

Condition - MODERATE - Bird, Animal activity has been observed on or around the active runway or other specific location representing increased potential for strikes.  (Bird Guideline: 5-15 large or 15-30 small birds in locations, which represent a probable hazard to safe flying operations).







d.
Action Required - ATC update ATIS to reflect "MODERATE" BAWC (specify Bird or Animal).  During hours of operations, appropriate vehicle runway sweeps shall be completed by ARFF prior to resuming runway operations.  Moderate BAWC requires increased vigilance by all agencies and supervisors, caution by aircrews.







e.
Condition - SEVERE - Numerous birds, animal activities have been observed on or immediately around the active runway or other specific locations on the airfield representing high potential for strikes.  (Bird Guideline: Heavy bird concentration (more than 15 large or 30 small birds) on or immediately above runways, taxiways, in-field areas, and departure and arrival routes).







f.

Action Required - ATC update ATIS to reflect "SEVERE" BAWC along with appropriate warnings (specify Bird or Animal).  During hours of darkness and intermitting runway operations, appropriate vehicle runway sweeps shall be completed by ARFF prior to resuming runway operations.  Supervisors and aircrews must thoroughly evaluate mission need before conducting aircraft operations in areas under Severe BAWC.
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[image: image4.png]LEFT LANDING PATTERN RWY 05

046 Degree HDG

Break Point "A"

SOUTHWEST INITIAL

228R 5.8NM FROM TACAN (322429.323N 804746.698W)

CROSS 5 MILE INITIAL PT AT 2500 FT. CROSS BREAK PT "A" AT 1500 FT.
DESCEND TO 1000 FT. BY POINT "B". COMPLETE ROLL OUT TO FINAL NOT

LESS THAN 1/4 MILE FROM END OF RUNWAY AND NOT LESS THAN 300
FT. ABOVE GROUND.

LEFT LANDING PATTERN RWY 23

Break Point "A"

226 Degree HDG

Point "B"

NORTHEAST INITIAL

045R 6.2NM FROM TACAN (323327.108N 803818.414W)

CROSS 5 MILE INITIAL PT AT 2500 FT. CROSS BREAK POINT "A" AT 1500 FT.
DESCEND TO 1000 FT. BY POINT "B". COMPLETE ROLL-OUT TO FINAL NOT

LESS THAN 1/4 MILE FROM END OF RUNWAY AND NOT LESS THAN 300 FT.
ABOVE GROUND.





[image: image5.png]LEFT LANDING PATTERN RWY 14

Break Point "A"

140 Degree HDG

NORTHWEST INITIAL

318R 5.7NM FROM TACAN (322237.479N 804803.222W)

CROSS 5 MILE INITIAL PT AT 2500 FT., CROSS THE BREAK PT "A" AT 1500 FT.
DESCEND TO 1000 FT. BY POINT "B" COMPLETE ROLL-OUT TO FINAL NOT LESS
THAN 1/4 MILE FROM END OF RUNWAY AND NOT LESS THAN 300 FT. ABOVE
THE GROUND.

RIGHT LANDING PATTERN RWY 32

Point "B"

Break Point "A"

SOUTHEAST INITIAL

125R 5.5NM FROM TACAN (322600.430N 803726.666W)

CROSS 5 MILE INITIAL PT. AT 2500 FT., CROSS THE BREAK PT. "A" AT 1500
FT. DESCEND TO 1000 FT. BY POINT "B" COMPLETE ROLL-OUT TO FINAL NOT
LESS THAN 1/4 MILE FROM END OF RUNWAY AND NOT LESS THAN 300 FT.
ABOVE THE GROUND.






[image: image6.png]T

/ 1_';9"'/”0§~\/// —
/ 0 S 88 Charleston Executi
" “ A —e
/ // , F ! =+ ggog;"gg" B 80°1500" ]
s1°01:30" “ - "Beaufort '3 =1 "‘l H
V jonaGLte /4 M [ SR
. 2,000t MSL LO00tMSL | |
81°01'30" o A Al il il / G2
L O /
Rifdaels '.. : i 7 i, i !
T Begtfor Mcas =

7,000 ft MS!

"'ﬁ-_.‘_ [ / S, 2 /
i i "; ;' “‘:fﬂ;‘r Hcas S /






[image: image7.png]4

/1
/

|
Zi






5 NM Local Flying Obstructions

	DESC
	SEQ NBR
	ANG (T)
	NM
	MSL
	LAT
	LONG
	X
	Y

	DASR (RADAR)
	1003395
	0.00
	0.00
	140
	322839.890
	804238.820
	0.000
	0.000

	CONTROL TOWER
	89921
	241.15
	0.34
	112
	322830.000
	804300.000
	999.468
	-1814.463

	WX ANTENNA
	43
	230.45
	0.71
	120
	322812.711
	804317.646
	2746.636
	-3326.350

	ROTATING BEACON
	42
	237.45
	0.80
	136
	322814.011
	804326.646
	2615.166
	-4097.393

	HANGER
	49
	230.77
	1.11
	101
	322757.711
	804339.747
	4262.340
	-5220.055

	WATER TOWER
	78377
	205.68
	1.44
	181.5
	322722.000
	804323.000
	7871.607
	-3785.634

	TANK
	35
	276.33
	1.48
	166
	322849.710
	804423.348
	-993.662
	-8954.237

	TOWER
	113212
	279.70
	1.69
	168
	322857.000
	804437.000
	-1730.755
	-10123.488

	GRAY'S HILL
	5969
	299.35
	1.77
	120
	322932.029
	804428.268
	-5270.693
	-9374.482

	ANTENNA
	51
	243.71
	1.96
	145
	322747.711
	804443.349
	5271.658
	-10669.624

	TOWER
	84
	179.71
	2.31
	263
	322621.000
	804238.000
	14036.669
	70.276

	TOWER
	104503
	190.92
	2.47
	271
	322614.000
	804312.000
	14743.987
	-2843.674

	TOWER
	83
	191.02
	2.52
	266
	322611.000
	804313.000
	15047.168
	-2929.406

	TOWER
	119703
	191.33
	2.53
	274
	322611.000
	804314.000
	15047.160
	-3015.111

	TOWER
	105845
	191.01
	2.53
	274
	322610.830
	804313.020
	15064.349
	-2931.122

	TOWER
	81
	165.56
	2.59
	131
	322609.000
	804153.000
	15249.190
	3927.039

	Tower
	184908
	251.45
	2.71
	190
	322747.950
	804541.240
	5245.523
	-15629.703

	TOWER
	121881
	153.80
	2.74
	209
	322612.000
	804113.000
	14945.414
	7355.203

	TOWER
	113211
	142.12
	2.82
	187
	322626.000
	804036.000
	13529.673
	10525.836

	TOWER
	126572
	162.01
	3.01
	227
	322548.000
	804133.000
	17371.260
	5641.518

	TOWER
	804601
	146.44
	3.03
	173
	322608.000
	804040.000
	15348.912
	10183.593

	TANK
	36284
	148.33
	3.09
	125
	322602.000
	804044.000
	15955.394
	9840.950

	WTA + TREES
	14953
	247.20
	3.57
	119
	322716.692
	804632.032
	8402.202
	-19983.467

	TOWER
	80
	161.49
	3.68
	195
	322510.000
	804116.000
	21211.359
	7099.438

	TOWER
	126573
	118.06
	4.02
	188
	322646.000
	803827.000
	11503.024
	21579.981

	TOWER
	126574
	255.42
	4.08
	162
	322738.000
	804719.000
	6246.059
	-24006.489

	TANK
	91579
	90.64
	4.17
	186
	322837.000
	803743.000
	282.316
	25341.970

	TANK
	105398
	143.28
	4.64
	178
	322456.000
	803922.000
	22622.680
	16872.390

	TOWER
	48188
	197.40
	4.77
	414
	322406.000
	804420.000
	27678.979
	-8674.982

	TOWER
	128271
	197.54
	4.83
	384
	322403.000
	804422.000
	27982.120
	-8846.540

	TOWER
	113205
	165.59
	4.98
	213
	322350.000
	804111.000
	29296.257
	7529.890
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CHAPTER 4

AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL (ATC) AND AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL MAINTENANCE (ATCM)

4.0  GENERAL.  The MCAS ATC & ATCM sections are responsible for providing ATC control services and associated ATC equipment in accordance with current directives and shall develop and implement written procedure to effect all requirements. These procedures shall be approved at the Department Head Level.

4.1  POSITIVE CONTROL.




1.
All aircraft operating in accordance with Visual Flight Rules (VFR) within the Beaufort Class D Surface Area (5 nautical miles radius, surface to 2500' MSL) and all aircraft and vehicular traffic on the airfield movement areas (runways, taxiways) shall be under the positive control of Beaufort Tower.




2.
All aircraft operating in accordance with Instrument Flight Rules (IFR) within MCAS Beaufort's assigned area of jurisdiction shall be under the positive control of Beaufort Approach Control (see figure 4-1).




3.
Control Tower and Approach Control frequencies are published in current flight planning documents and figure 4-2.




4.
All inbound aircraft operating in accordance with Visual Flight Rules (VFR) should operate in conjunction with the Basic Radar Services and Sequencing Program.

4.2  APPROACH/DEPARTURE CONTROL PROCEDURES.




1.
ATC within the Beaufort area of responsibility is predicated on an all radar environment (see figure 4-1).  Pilots desiring a nonradar approach shall so state on their initial contact with Approach Control.




2.
A Precision Approach Radar (PAR)/Airport Surveillance Radar (ASR) approach to the landing runway is the preferred approach.  Successive practice approaches are authorized and encouraged except when FCLP's are in progress and when the density of traffic would derogate the primary mission of recovery of aircraft.  (Note: Multiple approaches are prohibited to Runway 32).




3.
All IFR departures are vectored to intercept the route filed.  To expedite departures and reduce coordination requirements, aircraft departing Runways 05, 23 and 32 are initially instructed to "fly runway heading, maintain 2,000 feet, expect (altitude) one zero minutes after departure".  For Runway 14 the instruction is a "turn left heading zero nine zero, climb and maintain 2,000 feet, expect (altitude) one zero minutes after departure".

4.3 NON-STANDARD FORMATION PROCEDURES.  Locally based air-to-air radar equipped aircraft are authorized to conduct formation flights on IFR flight plans using radar trail procedures while operating in the airspace delegated to Beaufort RATCF, under the following conditions:

4.3.1 Conditions.




1.
Request shall be made to the Beaufort Ground Control at the time taxi clearance is requested.  Placing this request stipulates that all aircraft assume the responsibility for their own separation and that all aircraft shall copy and conform to all portions of the clearance as issued.  This does not relieve the flight leader of the responsibility for the entire aircraft formation.




2.
When cleared for take off, succeeding aircraft shall depart at an interval to insure that a maximum of 5 miles separation is not exceeded.




3.
During level flight, the trail aircraft shall be no more than 100 feet vertically from the lead aircraft.  The last aircraft in a separated flight will be assigned a non-discrete code in the same set as the flight leader.




4.

ATC clearance and altitude/distance restrictions shall be observed by all aircraft.  The fix at which the lead aircraft is cleared to make a change of direction or altitude shall be adhered to by trail aircraft, unless otherwise advised by Beaufort Departure Control.




5.
Beaufort Departure Control shall be given immediate notification if the trail aircraft is unable to maintain separation either by failure of radar, or by exceeding the maximum distance of 5 miles or by exceeding the altitude requirements specified in paragraph 4.3.1.3 above.

NOTE:  Beaufort Departure Control retains the prerogative to terminate Radar Trail if deemed necessary.

4.4  EMERGENCY PROCEDURES.




1.
Pilots experiencing an airborne emergency shall preface their radio transmission with the words,"Pan, Pan, Pan or Mayday".




2.
If practical, pilots declaring an emergency shall give ATC their call sign, nature of the emergency, and pilot's intentions.




3.
In the event of an aircraft requesting a precautionary arrested landing, it is not necessary to respond with a full response (ARFF, Medical, PMO).  Only when the pilot, ATC, or agency responsible for aircraft "declares an emergency" prior to landing will a full response be conducted and the secondary crash phone utilized.




4.
Pilots will be permitted precautionary approaches when the local traffic situation permits, subject to the following criteria:







a.
That the type aircraft has been sanctioned by higher authority for each approach.







b.
That the tower is called at the initial/high key and the 180 degree position/low key for clearance.  If clearance is not received, the approach will be discontinued immediately.  It is the pilot's responsibility to inform ATC of the maneuver and how it will be performed.

4.4.1  Minimum Fuel.  “Minimum Fuel” is an advisory term indicating that, in the judgment of the pilot, the fuel state is such that upon reaching the destination no undue delay can be accepted.  This is not an emergency situation, but undue delay may result in an emergency.  Pilots should plan on being sequenced with other arriving and departing traffic.  If at any time the remaining usable fuel supply suggests the need for traffic priority to ensure a safe landing, the pilot shall declare an emergency, and report fuel remaining in minutes.

4.5  PROCEDURES FOR CHECKING WHEELS DOWN AND LOCKED.




1.
A wheels down report shall be given as the aircraft turns onto the base leg or after lowering the landing gear on a straight-in approach.  ATC may request a positive wheels check at any time a pilot fails to report gear down and locked prior to landing.




2.
Wave-offs may be given by means of radio, portable light signals, or any combination thereof, any one of which is mandatory.




3.
Aircraft experiencing unsafe landing gear indications in the cockpit may request a visual check by another airborne aircraft, the LSO, or the tower.

4.6  PORTABLE TRAFFIC LIGHT SIGNALS.  In the event communications fail and light signals have to be used, light signals from the tower for aircraft have the following meanings:

SIGNAL







INFLIGHT






ON THE GROUND
Steady Green



Cleared to land


Cleared for takeoff

Flashing Green


Return for landing 

Cleared for taxi

Steady Red





Give way to other 

Stop










A/C and continue 










Circling


Flashing Red



Airport usage 



Taxi clear of landing










Do Not Land





area (runway in use)

Flashing White

















Return to starting point on the airfield 

ALTERNATE RED AND WHITE: General warning - use extreme caution.

4.7 CIVIL AIRCRAFT INFRINGING ON CLASS D OR E AIRSPACE.  Civil aircraft operating contrary to the provisions of Federal Aviation Regulations in Class D or E airspace delegated to MCAS Beaufort will be investigated by the Air Traffic Control Facility.  The Air Traffic Control Facility Officer shall ensure pilot deviations are recorded on the appropriate form, the incident is investigated and the findings are forwarded to the appropriate agencies (NAVREP, 

ATREP, FAA, Airfield Operations etc.).
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MCAS BEAUFORT AIR/GROUND FREQUENCIES

FREQUENCY


DESCRIPTION
121.5   VHF


GUARD

123.7   VHF


Approach/Departure Control (Low)

119.05  VHF


Tower Primary

118.45  VHF


Approach/Departure Control (High)

128.15  VHF


VHF/Ground Clearance Delivery

132.85  VHF


VHF Radar Pool

140.1   VHF(FM)


Crash Net/Vehicle Ground Control

243.9   UHF


SAR/ACM, Building 1039

253.1   UHF


Squadron Duty Officer, West Side,Hangar 414

281.8   UHF


Base Operations

282.8   UHF


Search and Rescue

286.0   UHF


Radar Pool (SFA) (Local button #11)

301.2   UHF


Approach/Departure Control (High) (Local button #04)

305.2   UHF


Radar Pool (SFA) 

313.8   UHF


Squadron Duty Officer, East Side, Hangar 729

251.7   UHF


Approach/Departure Control (Low) (Local button #5)

318.8   UHF


Radar Pool (SFA) (Local button #10)

336.4   UHF


Clearance Delivery/Ground Control (Local button #2)

340.2   UHF


Tower Primary (Local button #3)

344.2   UHF


Squadron Duty Officer, West Side, Hangar 418

344.4   UHF


Radar Pool (SFA) (Local button #12)

345.8   UHF


Squadron Duty Officer, East Side, Hangar 416

358.9   UHF


Squadron Duty Officer, East Side, Hangar 416

360.2   UHF


Tower Secondary

361.8   UHF


Squadron Duty Officer, West Side, Hangar 414

383.6   UHF


Radar Pool (SFA)

243.0   UHF


GUARD

264.5   UHF


Beaufort METRO

270.8   UHF


Radar Pool

278.0   UHF


Beaufort ATIS (Local button #1)

Channel 42


TACAN

Note: Local button numbers may be used where applicable.
CHAPTER 5

TRANSIENT AIRCRAFT

5.0  GENERAL.  Facilities available to transient pilots and aircraft are limited.  Aircrews should consult the FLIP Enroute Supplement and NOTAMS for current information.

5.0.1  Visiting Aircraft Line (VAL).




1.

The VAL is responsible for the proper handling of transient aircraft in accordance with OPNAVINST 4790.2 series and the instructions/references of this manual and shall develop and implement written procedures to effect all requirements.  These procedures shall be approved at the department head level.




2.

Visiting aircrews are responsible for arranging their own billeting and transportation requirements prior to or upon their arrival.  Aircraft requiring more than one turn per day are not considered transient but deployed aircraft and will require hosting by a tenant unit, unless prior arrangements have been made with Airfield Operations.




3.

Transient aircraft desiring to "Hot Refuel" shall obtain a Prior Permission Required (PPR) number from MCAS Beaufort Base Operations at DSN 335-7301/02/03.

4.

MCAS Beaufort does not offer transient aviation ordnance service. Flight Planning personnel  shall determine that all transient aircraft capable of carrying internal or external ordnance are clean and free of any ordnance prior to issuing a PPR number. In the case of an Emergency or Weather divert(s) MCAS Beaufort ATC Tower personnel shall determine ordnance status prior to landing operations. If ordnance is present, ATC Tower personnel shall contact Flight Planning personnel in order to coordinate appropriate responses.  The aircraft will be held at the hold short of the landing runway until EOD personnel respond and make an ordnance determination and further directs movement of the aircraft to the CALA.


NOTE:  All transient line operations shall terminate when weather service personnel advise that lightning is within 5NM of MCAS Beaufort and will not resume until notified that lightning cells are beyond 5NM.
5.1  TRANSIENT AIRCRAFT OPERATIONS

5.1.1  Military.




1.

Pilots of inbound aircraft are encouraged to make maximum use of radar services available consistent with their missions.  This service may be obtained by calling Beaufort Approach Control.




2.

Transient aircraft will be parked on the VAL unless prior arrangements have been made with tenant activities.  Transient aircraft will normally be taxied, directed, parked and fueled by VAL personnel.  

5.1.1.1  Priority of Service:




1.

Special Operations (This will include valid (Real World) DOD missions, unit moves and valid SAR MEDEVAC missions).




2.

VIP (Colonel and above).




3.

JOSAC Missions (Passenger carrying







aircraft).




4.

FAA Flight Inspection Aircraft.




5.

Other Transient Aircraft (Aircraft stopping







at MCAS just for hot/cold refueling







services only).

5.1.1.2  Very Important Person (VIP) Line.  The designated VIP Line is the ramp area immediately north of the Base Operations Building.  This area shall be used for handling of VIP traffic (Code 7 and above) and for "quick turn" passenger pickup/drop off that do not interfere with VIP arrival/departure.  Other uses will be approved by Airfield Operations.

5.1.1.3  Very Important Persons (VIP).  Pilots carrying VIPS shall contact Base Operations on frequency 281.8 when 15 minutes out for appropriate coordination.  The Base Operations personnel shall notify all appropriate authorities of the arrival of an aircraft with a VIP, Code 7 or above, on board.  The BOQ reserves suites for VIPs, foreign officers and civilians of comparable grade.  The Air Station can also provide transportation and messing.  Any necessary arrangements for VIPs who arrive unexpectedly can be made through the Station OOD/SDO at DSN 335-7121.
5.1.2  Civil.  Civilian air traffic is restricted to those aircraft possessing a current facility license or an aircraft with a bonafide emergency.  Civil aircraft desiring to land at MCAS Beaufort shall comply with SECNAVINST 3770.1 (Use of Department of Navy Aviation Facilities) prior to arrival (24 hour prior notice required).

5.1.2.1  Civil Emergency Landings.  In the event a civilian aircraft declares an emergency and is unable to continue flight to a civilian airport and lands at MCAS Beaufort, the aircraft commander shall satisfy all requirements of SECNAVINST 3770.1 pertaining to an "emergency landing" prior to the aircraft being authorized to depart.  In the event a civilian aircraft lands at MCAS Beaufort (other than emergency) without obtaining prior permission from an approving authority (SECNAV), the aircraft commander is in violation of the SECNAVINST 3770.1, and shall comply with its requirements pertaining to "Unauthorized Landings".

5.1.2.2  Unauthorized or Suspicious Aircraft Landings.  In the case of an unauthorized or suspicious aircraft landing, MCAS Beaufort will immediately activate the primary and secondary crash phones to alert all concerned of a potential aircraft security risk intrusion.  The aircraft shall be stopped from taxiing at the first opportunity once off the runway, and shall be directed by ATC, escorted by the VAL, ARFF, or any other means available to ensure the aircraft proceeds directly to the CALA, shuts down engine(s), and passengers remain in the aircraft until Airfield Security personnel are on site and make an official security risk assessment.  Once the security risk has been determined, further guidance will be directed as necessary.  Upon completion of the required paperwork, only the Airfield Manager or his assigned representative may approve the departure of such aircraft.

5.2  QUARTERS.

5.2.1  Military.  Limited transient quarters are available at MCAS Beaufort.




1.

VIP suites are available for officers Code 07 or above and civilians of comparable rank, DSN 335-7676.




2.

Officers, Staff NCO's and enlisted women's quarters are assigned by the BOQ desk clerk, DSN 335-7676.




3.

Enlisted men (E-5 below) are assigned quarters by the Central Billeting Office, DSN 335-6454 or 6905.

5.2.2  Civilian.  The town of Beaufort offers several hotels for those personnel authorized or desiring to use off-station quarters.

5.3  MESSING.

5.3.1  Marine Corps Community Services (MCCS) Facilities.




1.

Vending machines are available in the Airfield Operations building.




2.

The Marines Corps Exchange (MCX) currently offers a cafeteria located at the MCX complex and a Subway located at the Bowling Alley.  Flight suits and jackets are permitted in the Exchange Facilities.  

5.3.2  Military Facilities.




1.

Officers may eat in the Commissioned Officers Mess (Open) in flight gear.  Officers may eat in the Enlisted Messhall with prior arrangements with the Food Services Officer.  In addition, vending machines for hot canned food, beer, soft drinks and candy are located in the BOQ.




2.

Enlisted personnel may eat in the Enlisted Messhall by showing meal cards.  Those on Commuted Rations (COMRATS) must pay the price for the meal being served.




3.

Prior notice is required for off-hour hot meals; however, arrangements for such meals shall be made through the Food Services Officer at DSN 335-7408.

5.3.3  Flight Rations.  Flight rations are not available aboard the Air Station.

5.4  TRANSPORTATION.  Transportation requirements can be coordinated through the MCAS Logistics Office at DSN 335-6042. 

5.5  ORDERS ENDORSEMENTS.




1.

The Air Freight and Passenger Section located at the Air Freight and Terminal building shall make necessary endorsements on air travel orders of personnel arriving or departing the Air Station by air.




2.

During working hours, personnel requiring per diem endorsements must report to the Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron S-1 in Building 601.  After normal working hours, the Air Station Bachelor Officer Quarters' desk clerk is the only person authorized to provide "Non-Availability of Quarters, Messing, and Government Air" endorsements.

5.6  CUSTOMS INSPECTIONS.




1.

MCAS Beaufort is an authorized Airport of Entry (APOE) for tenant based unit support only.  Required inspections shall be performed per current edition of ASO 5840.1 (Military Police Customs Inspections).




2.

Customs Inspectors are available during published operating hours, however, 24 hours prior notification is necessary for prompt and expeditious handling, DSN 335-7900 or 7589.  If prior notice is not received, expect an extensive delay upon arrival.




3.

Customs Inspectors are required for all aircraft arriving from outside the continental limits of the U.S.




4.

Aircraft arriving from areas outside the U.S. Continental limits shall receive the required departure inspections and should so indicate in the remarks section of the flight plan.  Copies of the Customs Inspection Forms must be delivered to the Customs Inspector upon arrival at MCAS Beaufort.

5.7  PASSENGER SERVICE.




1.

Air Freight and Passenger Service is provided by the Transportation Management Office (TMO) at the Air Freight and Passenger Terminal Building located adjacent to the Operations Building.  Authorized personnel desiring military air transportation should contact the Air Freight and Passenger representative at DSN 335-7143.




2.

A passenger is defined as any person aboard an aircraft who is not a member of that aircrew.  Passengers are boarded at MCAS Beaufort in accordance with the current edition of MCO 4630.16 (Air Transportation Eligibility).  TMO shall ensure that accurate records and files are maintained on all passengers and cargo embarked or debarked at MCAS Beaufort.

5.8  TELEPHONE SERVICES.  Department of Defense (DOD/DSN) Commercial, and Secure Telephone Services (STU) are available.  Additional information can be obtained at DSN 335-7036.

5.9  CLASSIFIED MATERIAL AND WEAPONS.




1.

The Air Station has very limited facilities for temporary storage of classified material.  The storage available is sufficient for material up to Secret Classification.  Arrangements for storage can be made during working hours by contacting the Air Station CMC Custodian or alternate at DSN 335-7559.  After normal working hours Classified Material of visiting units can be stored overnight at the Air Station Communication Center, Building 601, DSN 335-7869.




2. 
MCAS Beaufort cannot provide lengthy storage of weaponry.  Provisions may be made for temporary secure storage of weapons by contacting the Station armory at DSN 335-7557.

CHAPTER 6

AIRCRAFT RESCUE AND FIRE FIGHTING

6.0  AIRCRAFT RESCUE AND FIRE FIGHTING.




1.

The MCAS ARFF is responsible for providing and maintaining appropriate aircraft fire fighting equipment in accordance with current directives and shall develop and implement written procedures to effect all requirements.  These procedures shall be approved at Department Head Level.




2.

ARFF operations aboard MCAS Beaufort will be conducted in accordance with reference (f), this manual, and other pertinent and approved instructions.  Each department/section shall respond to crash and emergency situations in accordance with these instructions.




3.

The Airfield Operations Manager exercises direct control over the ARFF facilities assigned to the Air Station.  Fire fighting and rescue shall be under the supervision of the senior qualified member of the Air Station crash crew on duty.




4.

Only Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting and security personnel are authorized access to the scene of a crash.  Unit commanders of aircraft involved, their Accident Investigation Board and certain other technical personnel will be authorized access to the crash site at the earliest possible time consistent with safety.




5.

A 5 NM scaled crash grid map is contained in figure 6-1 to assist Air Station Personnel during local mishaps.  An additional 15 NM grid map system based on compass azimuth shall be maintained in accordance with reference (f).





NOTE:

When weather service personnel advise lightning is within 5NM of MCAS Beaufort, section OIC shall ensure appropriate safety precautions are adhered to by all ARFF personnel assigned. 


6.1  SEARCH AND RESCUE (SAR).




1.

The current edition of ASO P3130.1 series, HH-46/SAR SOP, provides detailed instructions 







and procedures for the conduct of search and rescue operations at MCAS Beaufort.




2.

The primary mission of the SAR Branch is to provide a day and night over water SAR 







capability for MCAS Beaufort and tenant commands.




3.

A secondary mission is to respond to requests from the U.S. Coast Guard and U.S. Air Force to assist in search, evacuation and rescue operations.




4.

Currently, MCAS Beaufort SAR Helicopters are available during periods of local flying at MCAS Beaufort Monday through Friday.

6.2  SALVAGE.




1.

Salvage responsibilities will follow current NAVAIR instructions.




2.

Heavy lift crane support to clear a runway and/or assist in salvage operations aboard the Air Station shall be provided by the Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting Branch, and when required shall be assisted by Public Works, Motor Transportation Branch.  




3.

The Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting Branch can provide assistance off-station within their capacity.  Request for off-station assistance shall be coordinated and approved by the Airfield Operations Manager.




4.

ASO 3730.1G, Request for Assistance with the Public Domain, also establishes procedures to be carried out in response to requests for helicopter or fire fighting services from agencies or individuals outside of this command.
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Runway Weight Bearing Capacities (2003 Guide)





									Single					Dual						Single	   				Dual							KC-10			             Twin Delta


             				Wheel					Wheel					Tandem    			Tandem										             Tandem


             				Gear						Gear						Gear         			Gear												             Gear


            				(lbs)						(lbs)						(lbs)          			(lbs)     					(lbs)				             (lbs)





Rwy 05/23


Rigid:			     65,000					120,000				180,000				240,000					410,000				750,000


Flex:  				110,000				160,000				250,000				310,000					530,000				780,000





Rwy 14/32


Rigid:			     90,000					150,000				180,000				290,000					480,000				850,000


Flex:				     30,000   				180,000				280,000				350,000					  10,000				850,000
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Figure 1-2





Airfield Diagram
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Beaufort Approach Control
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Figure 4-1
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Figure 3-3
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Figure 4-2
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Pavement Classification
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Beaufort MOA’s/W-74





Special Use Airspace





MCAS Beaufort Noise Contours





Combat Aircraft Loading Area (CALA) Diagram





Figure 3-1





Local Flying Area
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MCAS Beaufort FCLP Flight Tracks








Figure 4-1





Crash Grid Map
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